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Foreign Language Learning Experiences Other Than English in High School and Learners' Meaning-
Making of Their Learning: A Comprehensive Discussion Based on Surveys and Semi-Structured
Interviews with Students and Teachers

Thesis Summary
This study explores how high school students learning foreign languages other than English

(LOTE) make sense of their learning experiences, thereby reexamining the significance of LOTE
education and exploring the meaning of plurilingual and pluricultural perspectives within foreign
language education in Japan.

Previous studies have explored students' motivations, learning attitudes, teachers'
instructional practices, and the significance of LOTE education. However, no comprehensive research
has examined learning across multiple languages, capturing both commonalities and individual cases
while also incorporating teachers' perspectives. This study aims to provide a holistic and detailed
understanding from student and teacher perspectives.

To achieve this, the study conducted a nationwide survey and semi-structured interviews
with high school students learning LOTE. Additionally, classroom observations and semi-structured
interviews with teachers were carried out. The data includes 1,919 survey responses, 33 student
interviews, and seven classroom observations with teacher interviews. The survey’s open-ended
responses were analyzed using text mining to extract overall trends, response patterns, and key
phrases. Meanwhile, the semi-structured interviews were analyzed using a case-code matrix, which
enables a structured visualization of findings while identifying overarching patterns. Classroom
observations were documented through field notes.

The analysis revealed that LOTE learning fosters knowledge acquisition, reflective and
analytical thinking, and personal development by encouraging students to connect their linguistic and
cultural knowledge with other areas of knowledge in personally meaningful ways, aligning with the
principles of plurilingualism and pluriculturalism. Furthermore, teachers played a crucial role in
facilitating connections among students' diverse learning experiences, thereby supporting their
multidimensional learning.

This study contributes to the field by integrating both quantitative and qualitative data to
provide a comprehensive analysis of LOTE education, moving beyond generalized discussions. Future
research could expand on these findings through longitudinal studies that examine the long-term
impact of foreign language learning on students’ life choices beyond high school.

Keywords: Foreign Language Education in High Schools, Learning Non-English Foreign Languages,

Meaning-Making in Learning, Plurilingualism and Pluriculturalism, Role of Teachers
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