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Abstract of Doctor’s Thesis of Academic Year 2017

Production of Facilitator Development Manual
in Digital Picture Book Creation Workshop

Summary

Portable digital devices have become popular enabling the increasing digitalization of
books and picture books. Along with this change, tools specialized in the production of
digital picture books were developed. By creating interactive digital picture books
children can experience the pleasure of creation and the joy of sharing with them with
others. It is possible to create a world, where everyone can become a digital picture
book creator, by bringing out children's creativity and developing new ways of
expressing themselves.

Workshops for the creation of digital picture books are offering a great opportunity for
children to become introduced to the creation of digital media. Through my association
with NPO CANVAS and DigitalEhon Inc., I am directly involved with conducting
digital picture books workshops for children. However, we are limited in our ability to
implement workshops at various places, because of restrictions placed on venue
locations due to issues arising from preparations of facilitators etc. Additionally,
know-how about how to conduct the workshops is not distributed, inhibiting a wider
spread of the workshops.

The here described research presents my approach for better sharing the
implementation know-how of the Digital Picture Book Creation Workshop, by
designing a manual for educating potential facilitators. This manual is for new members
of DigitalEhon Inc. who have never organized or managed a workshop. It describes the
implementation of one and a half hour workshops that allow every participant to create
their own digital picture books. Its content includes the preparatory steps,
implementation procedures, and six essential points in digital picture book production
the facilitator has to control in order to conduct the workshop, namely setting the
workshop concept, using tools, building workshop groups, preparing materials,

designing a workshop program, and facilitating children's creative activities.



In order to demonstrate the benefits of such a manual, I applied an action research
approach, iterating a “Plan - Action - Observe - Reflect Cycle” three times. I asked
facilitators to hold workshops and obtained opinions from implementers and
participants, through questionnaires. In addition, I showed the manual to a producer of
digital picture books, a workshop practitioner, and a producer of Digital Picture Book
Creation Workshops, in order to be able to qualitatively evaluate the manual and
conclude whether it can be used for the new members of DigitalEhon Inc. The gained
insights endorse the benefits of the designed manual and a confirm its effectivity and
necessity for supporting the implementation of Digital Picture Book Creation

Workshops.
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