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This research project aimed to research and develop core materials of the "Social Emotional and
Ethical Learning" (SEE Learning) program that is being developed at Emory University, for the
Japanese cultural educational context.

The Principal Investigator (PI) launched a "SEE Learning Japan" research team
(https://lwww.seelearningjapan.com) and in collaboration with the team members, published the
translation of the "SEE Learning Playbook" that includes the core activities for teaching SEE
Learning to children and adults. The publication of this material has enabled the Pl to introduce the
program widely in Japan, and to reach schools and communities for furthering collaborating action-
oriented research.

The Pl has been working closely with teachers from Kaetsu Ariake High School - school well
known for its innovative approaches to dialogic and exploratory teaching. Fieldwork at Kaetsu
Ariake High School resulted in a public report meeting with neuroscientist Masahiro Fujino and
Kaetsu Ariake's teacher Risa Tanaka in January 2023.

The PI plans to continue collaborating with schools, attending meetings, conducting interviews, and
putting together ethnographic fieldwork data to reach a better understanding of the process of
cultural contextualization of educational programs, and the effects of SEE Learning in each
context.

Initial findings reveal that SEE Learning implementation cannot be realized by a top-down
approach, but is most effective when organically incorporated into the 'culture’ of the school
through the active motivation of teachers and their community building. It is thus important that this
research continues to focus on in-depth case studies of a number of schools, to observe and
collaborate in the process of community culture-building and the transformation and/or resistance
of individual teachers and students (and the researchers themselves).
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This research project aimed to research and develop core materials of the “Social Emotional and Ethical Learning” (SEE Learning)
program that is being developed at Emory University, for the Japanese cultural educational context.

The Principal Investigator (PI) launched a “SEE Learning Japan” research team (https://www.seelearningjapan.com) and in
collaboration with the team members, published the translation of the “SEE Learning Playbook” that includes the core activities for
teaching SEE Learning to children and adults. The publication of this material has enabled the PI to introduce the program widely in
Japan, and to reach schools and communities for furthering collaborating action—oriented research.

The PI has been working closely with teachers from Kaetsu Ariake High School — school well known for its innovative approaches to
dialogic and exploratory teaching. Fieldwork at Kaetsu Ariake High School resulted in a public report meeting with neuroscientist
Masahiro Fujino and Kaetsu Ariake’s teacher Risa Tanaka in January 2023.

The PI plans to continue collaborating with schools, attending meetings, conducting interviews, and putting together ethnographic
fieldwork data to reach a better understanding of the process of cultural contextualization of educational programs, and the effects of
SEE Learning in each context.

Initial findings reveal that SEE Learning implementation cannot be realized by a top—down approach, but is most effective when
organically incorporated into the 'culture’ of the school through the active motivation of teachers and their community building. It is
thus important that this research continues to focus on in—depth case studies of a number of schools, to observe and collaborate in
the process of community culture—building and the transformation and/or resistance of individual teachers and students (and the
researchers themselves).
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