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B30 7, Real-time PCR i Ti%. JFHELPN Prss35 mRNA FEELIT H BEBHAARE % (2 Eb~UR i
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The expression of protease serine 35 (PRSS35) in the rhesus macaque tissues was
investigated in this study. First, significant levels of rhesus PRSS35 gene expression
were observed in testis, ovary, heart, and lung. PRSS35 mRNA levels were detectable in
non—active controls and significantly increased in ovaries containing preovulatory
follicles before the ovulatory stimulus of hCG. In the periovulatory interval, levels
of PRSS35 mRNA were highest prior to the ovulatory stimulus of hCG. Thereafter, PRSS35
gene expression levels dropped and were low during the luteal phase as well as the
remaining period of periovulatory interval. The expression of rhesus PRSS35 mRNA was
observed in the granulosa cells of preantral, antral, and preovulatory follicles. These
findings suggest that PRSS35 gene plays critical roles in follicular growth and ovulation
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