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CGancer stemcel |s (C3X) play cruci a rol es incancer devel opnent and progression. The
function and survival of stemcells appears to be regul ated by [ ocal nicroenvi ronnent
or niche. However, the possible contribution of hepatic stellate cells (H3s) to
tunor-strona interactions is totally unknown. Therefore, our aimis to investigate
precise role of HS& on interactions wth tunor cells, especially wth C3&. |n Hih7
cell's, A133-positive SPcel | sdisplayed CSGli ke property. The SPsubpopul ati on of Hih7
isincreasedafter the co-culturewth HS3, suggestingthat HSGs nai nt ai ns sel f - renewal
of C3G5. Anincreased nuniber of CSGs was attenuat ed by thetreat nent wi t h Wit ant agoni st ,
suggesting that H3Cs support the stemmess of CSGs via Wit signaling.
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Figure 1

Figure 1. CD133-positive SP cells Are Tumor-initiating Cells with
Stem/Progenitor Cell Features in Huh7 Cells
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Figure 2
The SP Subpopulation in Huh7 Is Increased after
the Co-culture with Activated Hepatic Stellate Cells
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