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This study examined the permissibility and limits of utilitarian balancing
in cases involving lethal harm within the framework of criminal justification theory, through a
comparative legal analysis of Japan, Germany, and the United States. Focusing on the permissibility
of life-to-life comparisons in the doctrines of necessity and negligence, the research clarified how
the level of abstraction of risk and its internalization affect normative evaluations. The study
ultimately offered theoretical insights for reconstructing the Japanese doctrine of wrongfulness.
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