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Sel f-generating Learni ng Process in Lexical Devel opnent

IMN MUTSUM

Lexi cal learningtakes pl aceintwo phases. Frst, children fast
nap a rough neaning to a newy i ntroduced word. They then adj ust and refi ne the neani ng
as they add newwords inthe semantic field. W found that (1) i nference of word neani ng
by fast-mapping is nore difficult for verbs than for nouns i ndependent of the anbi ent
| anguage; (2) linguistic properties of the anbi ent | anguage af fects the cues chil dren
rely on in inferring verb neanings; (3) verb neaning obtained by fast-nmapping is
i nconpl ete, and chi | dren have t o go t hrough gradual and conti nuous rest ructuring of verb

neani ngs.
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