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The study revealed that the low serum levels of osteopontin at baseline were
related with the good response to tocilizumab (anti-interleukin-6 receptor antibody) but not to
infliximab (anti tumor necrosis factor-alpha antibody) at 1 year in biologics-naive patients with
rheumatoid arthritis (RA). The serum levels of osteopontin did not significantly change from
baseline up to 1 year in patients with RA treated with tocilizumab, which suggested that osteopontin
may be located upstream from interleukin-6.
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