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SP(+) cells have a property of Hoechst 33342 exclusion and are considered as
stem-like cells. SP(+) cells isolated from human colorectal cancer 116/slug-25 cells showed higher
expression of drug efflux transporter ABCG2 and histone acetyl transferase HAT1, and lower
expression of histone methyltransferase EZH2 than SP(-) cells. Treatment of 116/slug-25 cells with
inhibitors of histone acetyltransferases and methyltransferases diminished SP(+) cells. Genes
regulating this SP(+) phenotype have been identified from a screening with shRNA library.
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