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Abstract

This paper examines the concept of “eternal law” in the sixteenth-century English theologian
Richard Hooker’s major work, of Lawes of Ecclesiastical Polity. In Hooker’s theory of law,
eternal law is identified with God himself as the Creator and is the sole source of all kinds of
laws. The various laws to which are imposed on creatures, Hooker believes, are derived from
the eternal law by participating in it as the sole source. Hooker’s understanding of eternal law
is derived from Neoplatonic theory of participation, but Hooker’s eternal law has a distinct and
unusual feature. In this paper, we will explore the characteristics of Hooker’s eternal law, using
the concept of “legal conformity” as a key term. Hooker’s eternal law is unique in that it is
imposed not only on creatures, but also on God the Creator Himself. For Hooker, God is an
absolute being, but at the same time, God is a law-abiding being. In Hooker’s understanding of
eternal law, God’s absoluteness is related closely with the thoroughness of his concept of legal
conformity. This will be clarified in this paper, focusing on an analysis of Hooker’s unique
eternal law categories, namely, the First Eternal Law and the Second Eternal Law. As described
above, the fact that even God, the absolute creator and ruler, works according to eternal law
means that any absolute monarch, who is a kind of god in this world, is also subject to laws.
Hooker believed that such legal conformity could be an extremely effective deterrence
capability against monarchy, a secular ruler who is endowed by God with absolute power over

both the sacred and secular spheres.
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Pl X oT, AV )= AWLSRD A > 75 ¥ FOME OFEHUHILERT 5
Lo, TOL) BHRNEROL LT, KRELRMEIIR 72005,
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W2y 79 —DRURZEZEZ 2O, FLIZFDZLMTHLON, L\
I () ZObOOFMETH L LT 29 L& EZ 5 LT,
Ty H =) DIFTEHLON, FEEORETH S (ki feternal law)
OB o720 Tld 7y A —OkEFELIZED L) BT FODES 9
Mo TOZLOMEDPERMOBETH S,

i E W AR, BEOBRIEZ 2T TH L E V) EZIESY
TWh, #hiElE. Haio/zb LT, 7—20F0 RN G, 7. B
3%, ZOME—DEDOFRIKEETH L, 29 LizkEExr, 7vH—
. MRORIEETH VHEE T DS () LFELVWLDELER T,
K=V —ARETAH L [MEERY ] ZoThs s

KEERZ ORI LV EEZ LI EHKIE, 7y A —HHERL7- b~

1 Richard Hooker, The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, The Folger Library Edition of The
Works of Richard Hooker, W. Speed Hill ed.Vol.1-3. Harvard University Press (1981),
Richard Hooker of The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity A critical edition with modern
spelling, A.S. McGrade ed. Vol.1-3. Oxford University Press (2013) (DL, #Ei2B W T
13 ‘Lawes’ & B&FE)

2 LawesI.1.3.

3 Torrance Kirby, ‘Reason and Law’, 4 Companion to Richard Hooker, 251-273. Leiden
and Boston: Koninklijke Brill NV, 2008.
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JThV, AEETH LML /2, MEEEMHZT I DR IOTH
Bo Ty H—IZEoT, L, AlET & LT, Bk a2 It b BTy
BIFETH ) A0 L, BEL FLAKREIHEIELDTH L.

T H—=IIBVT, 2O L) ISR & R EEEEFLC 2 LI
I YOMED L) R bDTHY, [HEGR] O L, ATROZ Lo
7ol m RETIER L2V, BRICNn: X9, [HEER] o Bz, #
SR, BEFEEEEZTLE LA Y75y FEERRIO 0 TREESITS 2

EWlHoTze EBEELMEOMKICHLDIE, TOWEDOF) X METH HHG
T B oftiEEEL ., M5 3T58 0w EXTTH LS 71—
. FHEREO-ANE LT, EEEFEEZRUKL72Vhw b T R
ffde A L CTWIehS EO—TF T, Mk % i 2 72 E E OB OTE
DI %, B L LD L Lze ZORDIZEE > 2Oh7KEEDME
720720 D ITKEESHO—F LA B E T, ME S REEICHED
e ozl [Zottom] THh L HEEORIGE D, FMkDL

4 FOWRBEEMIRD BFMIL, 7 v 7 —7ZTIZBR LN TS DI Tldiv, 55
PR, A 27T FiZBwT, 7y a—Laicd, Yar - Yax (1522
S1571), T REY R -7 &) (1519-1583), UV F v — K- Nry o7
(1544 - 1610) &\ o ZEHEOMFF 2L, WhW L il EFM N & F o

RN TS H o7z,

5 John Witte, Jr., ‘Law and the Protestant Reformation’, Heikki Pihlajaméki, Markus
Dubber & Mark Godfrey, eds., Oxford Handbook of European Legal History (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2018), 583-610.
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7 Thomas d*Aquin, Summa Theologiae (LL'FS.T). Ta2ae., .90 a.l co.
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10 S.7,la2ae., q.90 a.1 co.
11 Lawes]I. 2.6.
12 1Ibid.
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