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Purpose: The purpose of this paper is to show that there can be different
ontologies that support the domain analysis that Birger Hjgrland argues for in
library and information science research and that meet the realist demands he
wants to seek, but differ as to what is recognized as an entity.
Methods: This paper is a literature-based analysis, comparing Hjarland's literature
on domain analysis and ontology with that of Hilary Putnam and Markus Gabriel,
focusing on their similarities and differences.
Results: Hjgrland notes the importance of domain analysis in knowledge
organization research. Domain analysis is a research method that recognizes
multiple domains and emphasizes the social and historical perspectives in each
domain. However, Hjgrland avoids relativism and subjectivism in library and
information science research and advocates pragmatic realism and physical
monism. Pragmatic realism is the view that while what we consider to exist
depends on a theory or paradigm, we cannot freely create reality, and the
acceptance of a theory requires a pragmatic element to better explain events.
Physical monism recognizes only physical entities. However, there may be other
ontologies that support domain analysis and emphasize social and historical
perspectives while avoiding relativism and subjectivism, as Hjgrland aims to do.
Candidates include Putnam's ontology and Gabriel's ontology. In particular,




Gabriel's pluralist new realism, which argues for a reality that is neither without
observers nor with only observers, could be a promising candidate. However, the
relationship of domain analysis to Hjgrland's claim of physical monism remains to
be examined.
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Hjorland's Domain Analysis and Ontology:
A Comparison with Putnam’s and Gabriel's Ontologies

ML
Mikiko YOKOYAMA

Resume

Purpose: The purpose of this paper is to show that there can be different ontologies that support the
domain analysis that Birger Hjorland argues for in library and information science research and that
meet the realist demands he wants to seek, but differ as to what is recognized as an entity.
Methods: This paper is a literature-based analysis, comparing Hjerland’s literature on domain analysis and
ontology with that of Hilary Putnam and Markus Gabriel, focusing on their similarities and differences.
Results: Hjorland notes the importance of domain analysis in knowledge organization research.
Domain analysis is a research method that recognizes multiple domains and emphasizes the social
and historical perspectives in each domain. However, Hjorland avoids relativism and subjectivism
in library and information science research and advocates pragmatic realism and physical monism.
Pragmatic realism is the view that while what we consider to exist depends on a theory or para-
digm, we cannot freely create reality, and the acceptance of a theory requires a pragmatic element
to better explain events. Physical monism recognizes only physical entities. However, there may be
other ontologies that support domain analysis and emphasize social and historical perspectives while
avoiding relativism and subjectivism, as Hjorland aims to do. Candidates include Putnam'’s ontology
and Gabriel's ontology. In particular, Gabriel's pluralist new realism, which argues for a reality that
is neither without observers nor with only observers, could be a promising candidate. However, the
relationship of domain analysis to Hjerland's claim of physical monism remains to be examined.
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