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This project, “A Socio-Cultural Global History of Climate Change: Postwar Urban Transformation
and the Death of the Four Seasons,” aims to reassess the relationship between urban life and
climate change from an international and historical perspective. In the first year (2024), the
research focused primarily on postwar Tokyo, analyzing how urban residents have experienced,
negotiated, and reconstructed the notion of seasons through clothing, food, and housing.

The study explored how urban transformations—such as concrete-dominated environments and
the widespread use of air-conditioning and heating systems—have altered people’s physical
perceptions of the seasons. These insights culminated in key academic outputs, including a
forthcoming article in the Journal of Urban History, titled “From Endurance to Escape: The Tokyo
Summer as Lived Experience in the Twentieth Century,” and another contribution on gendered
conflicts over mechanical cooling in postwar office spaces, to be published by Leuven University
Press.

In addition to scholarly publications, the year marked significant progress in building international
research networks. At the World Congress of Environmental History held in Finland, the researcher
was invited to join the “Melting Metropolis” project, funded by the Wellcome Trust and led by
scholars from the University of Liverpool. This collaboration lays the groundwork for comparative
studies of London, Paris, and New York.

Moreover, during the research trip to Singapore, the project benefited from the guidance of
Professor Jiat-Hwee Chang, a world-renowned scholar of urban heat and architecture. His insights
provided a deeper understanding of the environmental history of the built environment in tropical
cities.

This interdisciplinary research represents a pioneering attempt to examine climate change from the
humanities and social sciences. Moving forward, the project will expand its comparative scope

across global cities and continue to disseminate findings in international forums and publications.
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This project, “A Socio-Cultural Global History of Climate Change: Postwar Urban Transformation and the
Death of the Four Seasons,” aims to reassess the relationship between urban life and climate change from an
international and historical perspective. In the first year (2024), the research focused primarily on postwar
Tokyo, analyzing how urban residents have experienced, negotiated, and reconstructed the notion of seasons
through clothing, food, and housing.

The study explored how urban transformations—such as concrete-dominated environments and the
widespread use of air-conditioning and heating systems—have altered people’ s physical perceptions of the
seasons. These insights culminated in key academic outputs, including a forthcoming article in the Journal off
Urban History, titled “From Endurance to Escape: The Tokyo Summer as Lived Experience in the Twentieth
Century,” and another contribution on gendered conflicts over mechanical cooling in postwar office spaces,
to be published by Leuven University Press.

In addition to scholarly publications, the year marked significant progress in building international research

networks. At the World Congress of Environmental History held in Finland, the researcher was invited to join the
“Melting Metropolis” project, funded by the Wellcome Trust and led by scholars from the University of

Liverpool. This collaboration lays the groundwork for comparative studies of London, Paris, and New York.

Moreover, during the research trip to Singapore, the project benefited from the guidance of Professor Jiat-
Hwee Chang, a world-renowned scholar of urban heat and architecture. His insights provided a deeper
understanding of the environmental history of the built environment in tropical cities.

This interdisciplinary research represents a pioneering attempt to examine climate change from the humanities
and social sciences. Moving forward, the project will expand its comparative scope across global cities and
continue to disseminate findings in international forums and publications.
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