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This study addresses the significant transformations in societal conditions, such as globalization,
further advancement of science and technology, changes in the global environment (including the
recent pandemic), and notable challenges to democracy like the proliferation of fake news. Public
law studies, which have always aimed at realizing and establishing a "rule of law state," face the
question of how to adapt to such rapidly changing social conditions. This research aims to explore
this issue from a multifaceted perspective, with a focus on comparative law studies between Japan
and France.

To tackle these challenges, the Keio University French Public Law Research Group was
established, inviting numerous speakers to contribute their insights.

From the standpoint of public law principles, historical perspectives, and comparative constitutional
studies, reports were presented by experts like Takeshi Mlzubayashi (Professor Emeritus, Tokyo
Metropolitan University) on the essence of republican-style constitutions, Makoto Oishi (Professor
Emeritus, Kyoto University) on perspectives and prospects from French public law research, and
Mamiko Ueno (Professor Emeritus, Chuo University) on the responsibility of public authority in
France. These reports were used to examine the ideal principles of a "rule of law" going forward.
Regarding the historical significance and contemporary relevance of national referendums, reports
by Ryo Furuki on the current status of joint initiative referendums and Nobuyuki Takahashi on
René Capitant and referendums were discussed to evaluate the position of the referendum
system, which can conflict with the principles of a "rule of law ."

Challenges that governance structures should address in relation to the "rule of law" were
examined through presentations by Daiki Kiwayama (Hitotsubashi University) on the history and
present of occupational social groups' representation and by Yoichi Ito (University of Tokyo) on
"judicial dialogue" in European law.

As a result, it was confirmed that the current situation surrounding the "rule of law" is highly fluid,
requiring flexible approaches to each specific issue.

Additionally, in close connection to this topic, participants from Keio University, Yamamoto and

Izuki Higuchi, received funding to attend the 15th Japan-France Public Law Seminar at the




University of Luxembourg. They presented reports in French on constitutionalism in Japan and its
contemporary challenges, such as the issue of abortion.
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2. MRBRREEOHME (FR)

This study addresses the significant transformations in societal conditions, such as globalization, further
advancement of science and technology, changes in the global environment (including the recent pandemic),
and notable challenges to democracy like the proliferation of fake news. Public law studies, which have always
aimed at realizing and establishing a "rule of law state," face the question of how to adapt to such rapidly
changing social conditions. This research aims to explore this issue from a multifaceted perspective, with a
focus on comparative law studies between Japan and France.

To tackle these challenges, the Keio University French Public Law Research Group was established, inviting
numerous speakers to contribute their insights.

From the standpoint of public law principles, historical perspectives, and comparative constitutional
studies, reports were presented by experts like Takeshi Mlzubayashi (Professor Emeritus, Tokyo Metropolitan
University) on the essence of republican-style constitutions, Makoto Oishi (Professor Emeritus, Kyoto
University) on perspectives and prospects from French public law research, and Mamiko Ueno (Professor,
Emeritus, Chuo University) on the responsibility of public authority in France. These reports were used to
examine the ideal principles of a "rule of law" going forward.

Regarding the historical significance and contemporary relevance of national referendums, reports by Ryo
Furuki on the current status of joint initiative referendums and Nobuyuki Takahashi on René Capitant and
referendums were discussed to evaluate the position of the referendum system, which can conflict with the
principles of a "rule of law ."

Challenges that governance structures should address in relation to the "rule of law" were examined
through presentations by Daiki Kiwayama (Hitotsubashi University) on the history and present of occupational
social groups' representation and by Yoichi Ito (University of Tokyo) on "judicial dialogue" in European law.




As a result, it was confirmed that the current situation surrounding the "rule of law" is highly fluid, requiring
flexible approaches to each specific issue.

Additionally, in close connection to this topic, participants from Keio University, Yamamoto and lzuki
Higuchi, received funding to attend the 15th Japan-France Public Law Seminar at the University of
Luxembourg. They presented reports in French on constitutionalism in Japan and its contemporary challenges,
such as the issue of abortion.
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