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Among the successive heads of the Konoe family, Konoe lehiro, who was interested in collecting
and utilizing books, made the revision and publication of the "Da Tang liu dian" his life's work.
Behind this was a strong interest in the institutional artifacts of the Tang and Song dynasties that
nurtured Japan's classical culture, and this year's research has produced a series of discoveries
that are useful for understanding the scope and depth of this interest.

The first of these was the identification of one hundred bidings of the "Da Tang liu dian" in the
Yomei Bunko library, which was the subject of a field survey conducted in August 2023. The Yomei
Bunko copy was confirmed to be the Ming dynasty's official edition of the "Da Tang liu dian" a well-
known compilation by Ma Tuanlin of the Yuan dynasty of China of institutional documents from the
Tang and Song dynasties and before. At first glance, it was clear from the extensive white cotton
paper and blue silk binding and the presence of the "Ei& 2 " red sealings that this was an official
edition, but a comparative study of images from Chinese copies has also confirmed the
authenticity.

In the Ming Dynasty, the contents of this book, which organized the system before the Tang and
Song dynasties, were also emphasized, leading to the publication of the official edition, which was
also circulated in the Japanese court nobles' society. Following the identification of "Gu Tang lu su
yi" in the previous year, it indicates the expansion of understanding of Chinese classical culture in
the mid-Edo period through the acceptance of the Ming editions, and in lehiro's case, it is thought
that this led to the grand publication of "Da tang Liu dian".

In February 2024, we confirmed the publication of the Iehiro edition of the "Da Tang liu dian"
published in the 9th year of the Kyoho Period. Previous studies have focused on the Ming editions
used by lhehiro and manuscripts for the publication, but this Kyoho edition was printed for
proofreading, and there are traces of proofreading on every page, which, compared to books in
other collections, is known to have been reflected as the actual finishing touch to the revision. It is
also noteworthy that, as a prerequisite for proofreading, the entire text has been carefully
annotated, and it can be said that the careful interpretation of the text was reflected in the revision
process. The book itself is a crystallized cultural heritage of Japanese Sinology.

In the study of the lehiro Manuscript, the specific aspects of the book are known through the




compilation of the "Keikoku Taiten", a collection of materials from the Joseon Dynasty, the
collection of the Ming printed edition of the "Bai hai", and the compilation of the "Haikai yoroku",
and a complete picture of the book is still required.
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Among the successive heads of the Konoe family, Konoe lehiro, who was interested in collecting and utilizing
books, made the revision and publication of the "Da Tang liu dian" his life's work. Behind this was a strong
interest in the institutional artifacts of the Tang and Song dynasties that nurtured Japan's classical culture, and
this year's research has produced a series of discoveries that are useful for understanding the scope and depth
of this interest.

The first of these was the identification of one hundred bidings of the "Da Tang liu dian" in the Yomei Bunko
library, which was the subject of a field survey conducted in August 2023. The Yomei Bunko copy was
confirmed to be the Ming dynasty's official edition of the "Da Tang liu dian" a well-known compilation by Ma
[Tuanlin of the Yuan dynasty of China of institutional documents from the Tang and Song dynasties and before.
At first glance, it was clear from the extensive white cotton paper and blue silk binding and the presence of the
"EE 2 E" red sealings that this was an official edition, but a comparative study of images from Chinese copies
has also confirmed the authenticity.

In the Ming Dynasty, the contents of this book, which organized the system before the Tang and Song
dynasties, were also emphasized, leading to the publication of the official edition, which was also circulated in
the Japanese court nobles' society. Following the identification of "Gu Tang lu su yi" in the previous year, it
indicates the expansion of understanding of Chinese classical culture in the mid-Edo period through the
acceptance of the Ming editions, and in lehiro's case, it is thought that this led to the grand publication of "Da
tang Liu dian".

In February 2024, we confirmed the publication of the lehiro edition of the "Da Tang liu dian" published in the
9th year of the Kyoho Period. Previous studies have focused on the Ming editions used by lhehiro and
manuscripts for the publication, but this Kyoho edition was printed for proofreading, and there are traces off
proofreading on every page, which, compared to books in other collections, is known to have been reflected as
the actual finishing touch to the revision. It is also noteworthy that, as a prerequisite for proofreading, the entire
text has been carefully annotated, and it can be said that the careful interpretation of the text was reflected in




the revision process. The book itself is a crystallized cultural heritage of Japanese Sinology.

In the study of the lehiro Manuscript, the specific aspects of the book are known through the compilation of the
"Keikoku Taiten", a collection of materials from the Joseon Dynasty, the collection of the Ming printed edition of]
the "Bai hai", and the compilation of the "Haikai yoroku", and a complete picture of the book is still required.
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