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The 2020s are an era of "crises," with the retreat of democracy and the rise of authoritarianism, as
well as a series of events such as pandemics and wars. What is important is that these processes
are closely linked to changes in the media environment and technology. This trend is not limited to
the advancement of digitalization, but also includes a "crisis" of the media and journalism in that
traditional journalism and political communication become dysfunctional. How can media studies
analyze the various aspects of this complex "crisis"? The purpose of this study is to explore new
perspectives on media studies in this time of complex crises.

This project examined the methodology and analytical concepts of media studies primarily from a
theoretical perspective. Two outcomes from the research in 2023, the first year of the project, are
as follows.

The first is a critical reexamination of mass society theory. This theory emerged as a political
theory that viewed the 20th century as an era of crisis. Media studies were born against the
background of this theory. Therefore, it is important to ask how the diagnosis of times and
analytical concepts of mass society theory can be applied to the study of media and politics today.
The results of the theoretical examination show that questioning the construction mechanism of the
political subject of "mass" is still valid in today's media environment.

The second is a critical examination of "mediatization" as a new analytical approach. Mediatization
is a theory that analyzes the mechanisms by which media logic permeates various social
institutions, and has attracted attention in clarifying the complex relationship between media and
society today. It is important to take a critical approach to how the new wave of mediatization,
known as "datafication," is transforming social relations. This is especially useful for critical studies
of Al and platforms.

Notes

Genre

Research Paper

URL

https://koara.lib.keio.ac.jp/xoonips/modules/xoonips/detail.php?koara_id=2023000010-20230227

BREZBAZEMERIRD MU (KOARA)ICEBE M TWAR OV TUY OEFIER. ThThOEEE, FLFLEFHRLRTECREL. TOERBEHFEEELCELST
REENTVET, 5|ACHLE> TR, EFRELEZETLTIFALEZ L,

The copyrights of content available on the KeiO Associated Repository of Academic resources (KOARA) belong to the respective authors, academic societies, or




publishers/issuers, and these rights are protected by the Japanese Copyright Act. When quoting the content, please follow the Japanese copyright act.


http://www.tcpdf.org

202443H23H

20234 ZHREEBS (BEAME) momnssnss

g P B4 % 300FM
WMEREE B (A)
K4 EE 1E= K4 (3EZE) |Shuzo Yamakoshi

oiRE (HAGE
[fERE] DIFRICE T D AT 1 T OBUAERDIER
oesReE (RaR)
Investigation of political theory of the media in the age of "crisis"
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The 2020s are an era of "crises," with the retreat of democracy and the rise of authoritarianism, as well as a
series of events such as pandemics and wars. What is important is that these processes are closely linked to
changes in the media environment and technology. This trend is not limited to the advancement of|
digitalization, but also includes a "crisis" of the media and journalism in that traditional journalism and political
communication become dysfunctional. How can media studies analyze the various aspects of this complex
"crisis"? The purpose of this study is to explore new perspectives on media studies in this time of complex
crises.

This project examined the methodology and analytical concepts of media studies primarily from a theoretical
perspective. Two outcomes from the research in 2023, the first year of the project, are as follows.

The first is a critical reexamination of mass society theory. This theory emerged as a political theory that

viewed the 20th century as an era of crisis. Media studies were born against the background of this theory.
Therefore, it is important to ask how the diagnosis of times and analytical concepts of mass society theory can
be applied to the study of media and politics today. The results of the theoretical examination show that
questioning the construction mechanism of the political subject of "mass" is still valid in today's media
environment.
The second is a critical examination of "mediatization" as a new analytical approach. Mediatization is a theory
that analyzes the mechanisms by which media logic permeates various social institutions, and has attracted
attention in clarifying the complex relationship between media and society today. It is important to take a
critical approach to how the new wave of mediatization, known as "datafication," is transforming social
relations. This is especially useful for critical studies of Al and platforms.
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