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The principal achievement made possible by the Academic Development Funds for 2023 was the
successful preparation of a paper titled “The Schematic Structure of the Japanese Verb toru: A
Cognitive-Grammar Approach” for publication in the 146th issue of Kyoyo-Ronso.
This paper is a sequel to the paper titled “The Polysemous Structure of the Japanese Verb toru: A
Cognitive-Grammar Approach,” published in the 143rd issue of Kyoyo-Ronso. In this previous
paper, a total of 21 individual usages were identified for the usage of the verb toru, categorized
under 10 major groups labeled A to J. These usages were not presented as a mere list without
interrelationships but were analyzed as forming a close-knit network with various extension
relationships holding among usages.
However, in the relationships among the usages of polysemous words, not only these “horizontal”
extensions but also “vertical” schematizations are expected to be involved. In this paper, | focused
on these vertical relationships and identified the five schemas of “autonomous movement,”
“removal,” “acquisition,” “creation,” and “execution” as concrete low-level schemas as well as the
two schemas of “movement” and “energy transmission” as their superordinate schemas.
As previous studies on the polysemy of toru, | focused on the study by Kunihiro (1997) making use
of the notion of “phenomenemes” as well as the one utilizing “core schemas” by Matsuda (2006)
and pointed out that their commonality lies in their being an attempt to capture the “whole picture”
of toru in one single diagram. However, in the semantic pole of each usage, there does not exist
any structure remotely akin to such a wholistic image that can be detected, and | further pointed
out the striking fact of there being only a very low degree of commonality discernible in some
subnetwork between a usage close to the starting point of extension and one close to the end
point.
In Cognitive Grammar, which forms the theoretical basis of this paper, the stringent “content
requirement” allows only the actually-occurring structures and the schemas extracted from them in
the description of grammar. This fundamental requirement is blatantly disregarded by both
Kunihiro’'s phenomenemes and Matsuda’s core schemas, thus significantly undermining the solidity
of their theoretical foundations.
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A study on the theoretical superiority of Cognitive Grammar
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The principal achievement made possible by the Academic Development Funds for 2023 was the
successful preparation of a paper titled “The Schematic Structure of the Japanese Verb toru: A Cognitive-
Grammar Approach” for publication in the 146th issue of Kyoyo-Ronso.

This paper is a sequel to the paper titled “The Polysemous Structure of the Japanese Verb toru: A
Cognitive-Grammar Approach,” published in the 143rd issue of Kyoyo-Ronso. In this previous paper, a total off
21 individual usages were identified for the usage of the verb toru, categorized under 10 major groups labeled
A to J. These usages were not presented as a mere list without interrelationships but were analyzed as forming a
close-knit network with various extension relationships holding among usages.

However, in the relationships among the usages of polysemous words, not only these “horizontal”
extensions but also “vertical” schematizations are expected to be involved. In this paper, | focused on these
vertical relationships and identified the five schemas of “autonomous movement,” “removal,”

“acquisition,” “creation,” and “execution” as concrete low-level schemas as well as the two schemas of
“movement” and “energy transmission” as their superordinate schemas.

As previous studies on the polysemy of toru, | focused on the study by Kunihiro (1997) making use of the
notion of “phenomenemes” as well as the one utilizing “core schemas” by Matsuda (2006) and pointed
out that their commonality lies in their being an attempt to capture the “whole picture” of toru in one single
diagram. However, in the semantic pole of each usage, there does not exist any structure remotely akin to such
a wholistic image that can be detected, and | further pointed out the striking fact of there being only a very low
degree of commonality discernible in some subnetwork between a usage close to the starting point of|
extension and one close to the end point.

In Cognitive Grammar, which forms the theoretical basis of this paper, the stringent “content
requirement” allows only the actually-occurring structures and the schemas extracted from them in the
description of grammar. This fundamental requirement is blatantly disregarded by both Kunihiro’ s
phenomenemes and Matsuda’ s core schemas, thus significantly undermining the solidity of their theoretical
foundations.
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