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The indeterminacy of language, that is, "the meaning expressed by a linguistic form is not
sufficiently definite," is widely confirmed in linguistic phenomena, from the word level to
grammatical categories. The sender of a language uses indeterminate forms in its transmission,
and the receiver interprets these indeterminate linguistic forms by some means. There are various
factors that lead to the concrete interpretation of linguistic symbols, one of which is the semantic
syntactic structure of language. This is the claim that grammatical structure is the decisive factor in
determining meaning, rather than a vague understanding of context. In this study, the target
language was German, and the following studies were conducted in collaboration with Japanese
and German linguists, aiming to construct a system of grammar for the identification of meaning.

- In August 2023, | held a meeting at Kinki University with Professor Thomas Fritz (University
Eichstatt), Professor Emeritus Takashi Narita (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies), Professor Akio
Ogawa (Kwansei Gakuin University), and several graduate students at Keio University.

- The presentation related to this research was given at the 49th Japan Society of German
Literature (JSDL) Seminar on Language Studies, an international research gathering. In addition to
the principal investigator, research collaborators including Shiori Yokota (doctoral course at Keio
University) and Kotaro Dejima (doctoral course at Gakushuin University) made presentations on
this research.

- In order to develop this research into a full-fledged international collaborative study, we applied
for a three-year Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (KAKENHI) project (Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research). Unfortunately, this application was not accepted.

- In order to further develop and expand the international joint research, we have started a joint
research including Prof. Sonja Zeman (University of Augsburg) and Dr. Patrick Kuehnel (Peking
University and International University of Munich), in addition to Prof. Fritz above.

- As one of the presentations of the results of this research, a symposium will be held at the spring
meeting of the Japan Society of German Literature in June 2024, together with the above-
mentioned Yokota, Dejima, and others.
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Japanese-German cooperative study on the grammar as a mechanism determining the underdetermined
semantics of linguistic expressions
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The indeterminacy of language, that is, "the meaning expressed by a linguistic form is not sufficiently definite,"
is widely confirmed in linguistic phenomena, from the word level to grammatical categories. The sender of a
language uses indeterminate forms in its transmission, and the receiver interprets these indeterminate linguistic
forms by some means. There are various factors that lead to the concrete interpretation of linguistic symbols,
one of which is the semantic syntactic structure of language. This is the claim that grammatical structure is the
decisive factor in determining meaning, rather than a vague understanding of context. In this study, the target
language was German, and the following studies were conducted in collaboration with Japanese and German
linguists, aiming to construct a system of grammar for the identification of meaning.

- In August 2023, | held a meeting at Kinki University with Professor Thomas Fritz (University Eichstatt),
Professor Emeritus Takashi Narita (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies), Professor Akio Ogawa (Kwansei Gakuin
University), and several graduate students at Keio University.

- The presentation related to this research was given at the 49th Japan Society of German Literature (JSDL)
Seminar on Language Studies, an international research gathering. In addition to the principal investigator,
research collaborators including Shiori Yokota (doctoral course at Keio University) and Kotaro Dejima (doctoral
course at Gakushuin University) made presentations on this research.

- In order to develop this research into a full-fledged international collaborative study, we applied for a three-
year Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (KAKENHI) project (Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research).
Unfortunately, this application was not accepted.

- In order to further develop and expand the international joint research, we have started a joint research
including Prof. Sonja Zeman (University of Augsburg) and Dr. Patrick Kuehnel (Peking University and
International University of Munich), in addition to Prof. Fritz above.

- As one of the presentations of the results of this research, a symposium will be held at the spring meeting of|
the Japan Society of German Literature in June 2024, together with the above-mentioned Yokota, Dejima, and
others.
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