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This study aimed to discover the characteristics of modern Chinese hydraulic policy and how it has
transformed the relationship between the Chinese state and society by examining international
influences on modern and contemporary Chinese hydraulic policy. From April 2023 to March 2024,
| was a visiting scholar at Harvard University's Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies; | used U.S.
materials to examine the impact of U.S. hydraulic policy and civil engineering on Chinese hydraulic
policy and its global positioning.

In the U.S., | collected materials from the Journal of the Association of Chinese and American
Engineers, a discourse space for American and Chinese hydraulic engineers working on water
conservancy projects. | also collected the personal archives of John R . Freeman and Oliver J.
Todd, hydraulic engineers who influenced modern Chinese hydraulic policy, and Walter C.
Lowdermilk, a forestry scholar who opposed them. In addition, a landscape survey was conducted
at the Norris Dam of the TVA (Tennessee Valley Authority) to investigate the relationship between
American water conservancy projects that influenced Chinese hydraulic development during the
first half of the 20th century.

As a result of these materials and the landscape survey, the following five points were identified.
(1) the transfer of U.S. hydraulic technology to China and the application of hydraulic technology by
American and Chinese engineers to Chinese communities, (2) the diversity of dam construction
plans by Chinese hydraulic engineers and the "complexity" of dam plans for the communities
where dams were to be built, (3) the autonomy of hydraulic engineers in Beijing from the Nanjing
National Government, and (4) the penetration of U.S. hydraulic technology into China during the
Sino-Japanese War, and (5) the continuity of U.S. hydraulic technology from the Beijing
government period to the People's Republic of China.
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International Relations on China's Hydraulic Policy in Modern and Contemporary China.
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This study aimed to discover the characteristics of modern Chinese hydraulic policy and how it has transformed
the relationship between the Chinese state and society by examining international influences on modern and
contemporary Chinese hydraulic policy. From April 2023 to March 2024, | was a visiting scholar at Harvard
University's Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies; | used U.S. materials to examine the impact of U.S. hydraulic
policy and civil engineering on Chinese hydraulic policy and its global positioning.

In the U.S., | collected materials from the Journal of the Association of Chinese and American Engineers, a
discourse space for American and Chinese hydraulic engineers working on water conservancy projects. | also
collected the personal archives of John R. Freeman and Oliver J. Todd, hydraulic engineers who influenced
modern Chinese hydraulic policy, and Walter C. Lowdermilk, a forestry scholar who opposed them. In addition,
a landscape survey was conducted at the Norris Dam of the TVA (Tennessee Valley Authority) to investigate the
relationship between American water conservancy projects that influenced Chinese hydraulic development
during the first half of the 20th century.

As a result of these materials and the landscape survey, the following five points were identified. (1) the transfer
of U.S. hydraulic technology to China and the application of hydraulic technology by American and Chinese
engineers to Chinese communities, (2) the diversity of dam construction plans by Chinese hydraulic engineers
and the "complexity" of dam plans for the communities where dams were to be built, (3) the autonomy of]
hydraulic engineers in Beijing from the Nanjing National Government, and (4) the penetration of U.S. hydraulic
technology into China during the Sino-Japanese War, and (5) the continuity of U.S. hydraulic technology from
the Beijing government period to the People's Republic of China.
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