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Abstract

CNEETIZVADT Y MARFZEOREEZF R, TENEKRBOECICEYBAL, TOK
RIBREHEBPTHY . TENERBICSTIR—MHEEFT VT AICEIZEDIEZEBRT ST
ETHD,
FENERROELANLERXF . REOBENEEREEINEEREB/AICI>TELEDE
WSZETHD, COLSBERBAOT7O-—FILE>TREEELRER. ACHHEENS
DECECABLEYVAEBELBEA2EYTIOREKRBHICESWVWSCEBDOL EHPATDI L
THd, BB, IXNTOFENBFTAFOELLMENFEEOMEZRATIHMEZEL L TR
PESEEBVEL, COREBILRVBEAL, ChosnERR. BISCBAICEET S ERER
DEFRELTERLEND, BAER. TOHSAHAREIIREHAOMB/AL L TFHEEN R
ELEEDTHD, BBDFELFRINT, AUHMEENBEL LBAC DV TEAALZE > TV
BESICKAETND Y, FHMEEBICRHUTCRAERLETRAEN TREICE S,
COEBASHRELT, sl BENBEKRRBIROICEDTEDHSWHRAZPMTE
PERBERRLTEL, CRETHECS, BEEFAEAE, EH. RFEOMRL, ELBRER
ERR, REBFA, 7747, KHEM, BEY. BF, BESBR B4, TEIVT1BEOE
ANBIMET2TEL, RYORRDOZ<E, HOERNWBBEXINRS 2R OBMEHRT
EHRPTREEVSCEEZRLE, ChSOOMOBREEESHEER. HOREXTThhIZHR
EXBNERROMEKICEZICHEE SR L ETREICTDIY I EHARTDETHD. L
AL, B—HMEEFIVTAODNE. BENBIMEBAL, ThEREABRETHS, &V
D, A—MEXOSHTR., TOEBEZFEICKFSEDIENTEDLH, IERATIVY
B HILOE—MEXOTMEREICKFTRDLSICED,

The funds were used for me to visit a co-author at Nantes University, France, to work on the
formalization of a subjective semantics. The results of our collaboration are in the process of being
refined and written up, and will form a chapter of a book on identity and modality in a subjective
semantics.

The basic idea of a subjective semantics is that both conceptual and formal meanings for
expressions vary from individual to individual. The most significant challenge for such an approach
to semantics is showing what it means semantically for people to agree or disagree about anything
they say. We tackled this challenge by taking all speakers to act as evaluators who represent both
their own beliefs and those of others. These beliefs are formalized as collections of vocabulary
items associated with concepts and individuals. The individuals are those posited by the evaluator
as real world individuals that the concepts hold of. Agreement or disagreement becomes possible
according to the evaluator since different speakers are all represented by the evaluator as saying
something about the same evaluator-posited individuals.

Starting from this basis we have been developing a semantics that is capable of analyzing any
expression that a standard semantics can handle, but one that can give a plausible analysis to
modal identity statements of all flavors, a chronic problem for a standard semantics. So far this has
involved formal analyses of agreement and disagreement, variables, predicate abstraction, definite
and indefinite descriptions, pronouns, anaphora, specificity, indexicals, quantifiers, de se attitude
interpretation, identity and modality. In many cases the proposals developed are adaptations of
standard approaches in other frameworks. The most important function of these analyses is to
develop the tools to make it possible for work done in other frameworks to be readily adapted to fit
into a subjective semantics framework. The analyses of identity and modality, however, represent
serious proposals in their own right that go beyond standard analyses. Among other things, our
analysis of identity statements allows their truth value to be speaker dependent, making the
analysis of epistemic modal identity statements speaker dependent as well.
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1. HARBAREBEDOHRE

ZDEETIZVADT Y hREOHZEEZHNR., FHNEHRBOBICICRVBAL, ZOMRIIRETHERFTH
Y, FEMNERRBICS TR MEEY Y TAICEATZ2ADIZEEZBRTDFETH D,
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2. MABXREEDOHE (F:R)

The funds were used for me to visit a co-author at Nantes University, France, to work on the formalization of a
subjective semantics. The results of our collaboration are in the process of being refined and written up, and
will form a chapter of a book on identity and modality in a subjective semantics.

The basic idea of a subjective semantics is that both conceptual and formal meanings for expressions vary from
individual to individual. The most significant challenge for such an approach to semantics is showing what it
means semantically for people to agree or disagree about anything they say. We tackled this challenge by
taking all speakers to act as evaluators who represent both their own beliefs and those of others. These beliefs
are formalized as collections of vocabulary items associated with concepts and individuals. The individuals are
those posited by the evaluator as real world individuals that the concepts hold of. Agreement or disagreement
becomes possible according to the evaluator since different speakers are all represented by the evaluator as
saying something about the same evaluator-posited individuals.

Starting from this basis we have been developing a semantics that is capable of analyzing any expression that a
standard semantics can handle, but one that can give a plausible analysis to modal identity statements of all
flavors, a chronic problem for a standard semantics. So far this has involved formal analyses of agreement and
disagreement, variables, predicate abstraction, definite and indefinite descriptions, pronouns, anaphora,
specificity, indexicals, quantifiers, de se attitude interpretation, identity and modality. In many cases the
proposals developed are adaptations of standard approaches in other frameworks. The most important
function of these analyses is to develop the tools to make it possible for work done in other frameworks to be|
readily adapted to fit into a subjective semantics framework. The analyses of identity and modality, however,
represent serious proposals in their own right that go beyond standard analyses. Among other things, our
analysis of identity statements allows their truth value to be speaker dependent, making the analysis of]
epistemic modal identity statements speaker dependent as well.
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