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This research is part of a joint research project to study the history of the Democratic Party of
Japan from 1996 to 2012, with a particular focus on party organization, ideology, policy
coordination, and internal party governance. In this joint project, | am studying the party’s history
from the formation of the neo Democratic Party (1998) to the merger with the Liberal Party (2003).
In FY2023, the first year of the three-year plan, we interviewed ten former Democratic Party
politicians. | also found that many documents of the party were stored within the Kubo Wataru
documents held by Hiroshima University. Additionally, | met with the project's joint researchers
about once a month, where | was able to closely exchange information to proceed the joint
research.

The academic achievements of this study cannot be shown so far, as they are scheduled to be
published after 2024. However, in 2023, | could get a rough idea of why the Democratic Party was
able to create and maintain a "large unity” through the above interviews.
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Why did the Democataic Party of Japan fail to take root two party system?
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2. MAKREEDOHE (F:R)

This research is part of a joint research project to study the history of the Democratic Party of Japan from 1996
to 2012, with a particular focus on party organization, ideology, policy coordination, and internal party
covernance. In this joint project, | am studying the party’ s history from the formation of the neo Democratic
Party (1998) to the merger with the Liberal Party (2003).

In FY2023, the first year of the three-year plan, we interviewed ten former Democratic Party politicians. | also
found that many documents of the party were stored within the Kubo Wataru documents held by Hiroshima
University. Additionally, | met with the project's joint researchers about once a month, where | was able to
closely exchange information to proceed the joint research.

The academic achievements of this study cannot be shown so far, as they are scheduled to be published after
2024. However, in 2023, | could get a rough idea of why the Democratic Party was able to create and maintain
a "large unity” through the above interviews.
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