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The purpose of this study is to examine Chiang Ching-kuo's views on Japan. As is well known,
Chiang Ching-kuo was the son of Chiang Kai-shek and one of the leaders of post-war Taiwan.
Clarifying Chiang Ching-kuo's views on Japan not only helps to understand the relationship
between post-war Japan and Taiwan, but also proves beneficial for understanding Sino-Japanese
relations.

In March 2023, | visited the Hoover Institution at Stanford University and read through Chiang
Ching-kuo's diaries. Due to the limited stay of only six days, | primarily focused on the diaries from
1950, 1962, 1971, and 1972. In December 2024, | visited Taiwan and collected materials related to
Chiang Ching-kuo at the Archive of the Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica. Additionally,
on December 30th, | attended the publication commemoration event for the new edition of "Chiang
Ching-kuo's Diaries" at the Academia Historica and purchased the "Chiang Ching-kuo's Diaries"
(1970-1979). Due to limited resources, this study primarily analyzes Chiang Ching-kuo's
perceptions and responses to the following three events: 1) Chiang Ching-kuo's visit to Japan in
November 1967; 2) Response to the normalization of Sino-Japanese relations and the severance
of diplomatic ties between Japan and Taiwan in 1972; 3) Response to the signing of the Sino-
Japanese Peace and Friendship Treaty in 1978.

Firstly, on a personal level, it is evident from the diaries that Chiang Ching-kuo harbored
resentment towards Japan. The main reason for this was the death of Chiang Ching-kuo's mother,
Mao Fumei, during the Sino-Japanese War in 1939 due to bombings by the Japanese military. This
incident had a profound impact on Chiang Ching-kuo and is mentioned throughout his diaries.
However, during the normalization of Sino-Japanese relations in 1972 and the subsequent
severance of ties between Japan and Taiwan, Chiang Ching-kuo responded very calmly. At that
time, Chiang Kai-shek was hospitalized due to heart disease, leaving Chiang Ching-kuo alone to
make decisions. Considering the interests of the state, he sought to appropriately handle the
relationship with Japan. This decision was influenced by the background of relations with the
Chinese Communist Party.

With the signing of the Sino-Japanese Peace and Friendship Treaty in August 1978 and the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the United States and China in January 1979,
Taiwan became increasingly isolated in the world. Chiang Ching-kuo's views on Japan must be




considered in the context of the Cold War structure and its relationship with US relations and the
Chinese Communist Party.
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Chiang Ching-kuo's View on Japan
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2. MRBAREEOHME (FR)
The purpose of this study is to examine Chiang Ching-kuo's views on Japan. As is well known, Chiang Ching-kuo
was the son of Chiang Kai-shek and one of the leaders of post-war Taiwan. Clarifying Chiang Ching-kuo's views
on Japan not only helps to understand the relationship between post-war Japan and Taiwan, but also proves
beneficial for understanding Sino-Japanese relations.
In March 2023, | visited the Hoover Institution at Stanford University and read through Chiang Ching-kuo's
diaries. Due to the limited stay of only six days, | primarily focused on the diaries from 1950, 1962, 1971, and
1972. In December 2024, | visited Taiwan and collected materials related to Chiang Ching-kuo at the Archive
of the Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica. Additionally, on December 30th, | attended the publication
commemoration event for the new edition of "Chiang Ching-kuo's Diaries" at the Academia Historica and
purchased the "Chiang Ching-kuo's Diaries" (1970-1979). Due to limited resources, this study primarily|
analyzes Chiang Ching-kuo's perceptions and responses to the following three events: 1) Chiang Ching-kuo's
visit to Japan in November 1967; 2) Response to the normalization of Sino-Japanese relations and the
severance of diplomatic ties between Japan and Taiwan in 1972; 3) Response to the signing of the Sino-
Japanese Peace and Friendship Treaty in 1978.
Firstly, on a personal level, it is evident from the diaries that Chiang Ching-kuo harbored resentment towards
Japan. The main reason for this was the death of Chiang Ching-kuo's mother, Mao Fumei, during the Sino-
Japanese War in 1939 due to bombings by the Japanese military. This incident had a profound impact on
Chiang Ching-kuo and is mentioned throughout his diaries.
However, during the normalization of Sino-Japanese relations in 1972 and the subsequent severance of ties
between Japan and Taiwan, Chiang Ching-kuo responded very calmly. At that time, Chiang Kai-shek was
hospitalized due to heart disease, leaving Chiang Ching-kuo alone to make decisions. Considering the interests
of the state, he sought to appropriately handle the relationship with Japan. This decision was influenced by the
background of relations with the Chinese Communist Party.
With the signing of the Sino-Japanese Peace and Friendship Treaty in August 1978 and the establishment of]
diplomatic relations between the United States and China in January 1979, Taiwan became increasingly|
isolated in the world. Chiang Ching-kuo's views on Japan must be considered in the context of the Cold War
structure and its relationship with US relations and the Chinese Communist Party.
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