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The reseacher joined the workshops organised in Tagajo City, Miyagi Prefecture, for the event
commemorating the 1,300th anniversary of the founding of Tagajo. They will perform the
adaptation of "The Winter's Tale" by Shakespeare in Movember 2024 and the reseacher
investigated the power of Shakespeare's plays and theatre-making in community building through
interviews with the participating citizens, Prof. Kazumi Shimodate (the director of the Shakespeare
Company), who was in charge of the production, the directors of the Company, and Prof. Mikiko
Ishii (the translator of the original Shakespeare's play). Shakespeare's "Winter's Tale" is said to be
a story of loss and rebirth. The Shakespeare Company chose this work and made its adaptaion
because the people who experienced the Great East Japan Earthquake and lost their beloved
people project their own loss and rebirth onto this story. At the same time, however, when creating
the adaptation, Kazumi Shimodate did not merely made the story of rebirth, but also wove the
diversity of history rooted in this region in the play and connected past and present, and expanding
the story towards a future rebirth.The workshops also tried to make as many people as possible
realise the profundity of Shakespeare's plays. To this end, they regularly invited Shakespeare's
translator Prof. Mikiko Ishii to read Shakespeare's plays with participants, such as "Romeo and
Juliet", "Hamlet", "Othello" and "A Summer Night's Dream”, and organised events where these
stories were made into short plays performed by the citizens.In addition, on 25 and 26 November
2023, Jetinder Verma, head of the Tara Arts Theatre in London, and director Claudia Meyer were
invited to Tagajo for the lecture and workshops to interpret "The Winter's Tale." Thus two-year
preparation for the 2024 event has gone into full swing. | have made great use of these multi-
layered workshop methods in the classroom at Keio.
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The reseacher joined the workshops organised in Tagajo City, Miyagi Prefecture, for the event commemorating
the 1,300th anniversary of the founding of Tagajo. They will perform the adaptation of "The Winter's Tale" by
Shakespeare in Movember 2024 and the reseacher investigated the power of Shakespeare's plays and theatre-
making in community building through interviews with the participating citizens, Prof. Kazumi Shimodate (the
director of the Shakespeare Company), who was in charge of the production, the directors of the Company,
and Prof. Mikiko Ishii (the translator of the original Shakespeare's play). Shakespeare's "Winter's Tale" is said to
be a story of loss and rebirth. The Shakespeare Company chose this work and made its adaptaion because the
people who experienced the Great East Japan Earthquake and lost their beloved people project their own loss
and rebirth onto this story. At the same time, however, when creating the adaptation, Kazumi Shimodate did
not merely made the story of rebirth, but also wove the diversity of history rooted in this region in the play and
connected past and present, and expanding the story towards a future rebirth.The workshops also tried to
make as many people as possible realise the profundity of Shakespeare's plays. To this end, they regularly
invited Shakespeare's translator Prof. Mikiko Ishii to read Shakespeare's plays with participants, such as "Romeo
and Juliet", "Hamlet", "Othello" and "A Summer Night's Dream", and organised events where these stories were
made into short plays performed by the citizens.In addition, on 25 and 26 November 2023, Jetinder Verma,
head of the Tara Arts Theatre in London, and director Claudia Meyer were invited to Tagajo for the lecture and
workshops to interpret "The Winter's Tale." Thus two-year preparation for the 2024 event has gone into full
swing. | have made great use of these multi-layered workshop methods in the classroom at Keio.
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