EfEAXFZZHMBHRI NI U
Keio Associated Repository of Academic resouces

Title

E7—21 "TIT+—, CHE T2 EHEREOEFFNRE

Sub Title

Rhetorical examination of self-expression in Montaigne's Essais

Author

Prep, 20 Z(Takenaka, Koji)

Publisher

BR&EZAF

Publication year

2023

Jtitle

FERELESHRRAREEREE (2022.)

JaLC DOI

Abstract

AHARORITICHEZY), TSN BEHELTUURT O ABMCSFTHBEAOBBEICEBL .
LR AR RHEHRELCSVTERNBEAS RSN ZEVSEREGEY—O7 7ILINILK
RIYVOAR JI—N—IZ#Y), REFTICERLBHHZZTTVS, EL, 5L EHHE
PFLEEWIC—BLTVWADITRELS, BEENAN VBB 22bFTERL, COEH LD
RBEOMEZAFLELIOETH LRI TICREAERTREICE>TVSDOT, AFET—Z
IEBVTABOEMEEZRETZIEDELTRASNATVWILN ZERTIXEN H O I,
EFEDAD ) X—TAUNFRBRUERICKDE, RATT77 /- JT7IVADNSEYT—21IC
EZ216HREBFEDANEROBATEORHEE "HBREE, CROSNDEVS, N—TFT12UIC&K
nE, IT7YVAIRTAOTAR D TAALDSOFENIROSND, EVT—Z21ICHALTE
PAETNTVEVY, TIt— CSVTRFEHAZELNEOC L 2BHENZEREDEEEZR
BPRNETHDS5, E. BRI THBHZICEVTEEOMB(I—NRA)ZRRAITHLHNOER
EENTWiz, EVT—Z1R@MHREE "ITt—s BEOHLNBEHEET TR LT, EE
OHRTEHCEBY BB ICEDIAEICLEISELTVWS,

TSI, BEVT-Z1RGECOREY AERHOFICRALSIELTREEASND, EVT—Z
18, JT7yVAOEVE THILBEL VWEE, OFETHY, TIt—u CZORBBERY A
nNTVWa, J7YVYAHNERE "0, ELTVBDICHL, EVTFT—Z1ENFESEEZH
Wi TREOBE, LTV, COEXFR, JT7YYr0FENBL TV 16HEICRITL
FILBEEECRSNDES5E, RHOBMBEVSEXAFIZBELUTWVWD, TOLY, LRXHUA
HOBABSEEENEECERZD<SDENLE 2 EOTRBEVAEVS ZENRKRE NS,

In carrying out this study, our attention was first drawn to the question of the individual during the
Renaissance as a conceptual guide. The theory that the modern individual was formed in the
Renaissance and the Reformation dates back to Jacob Burckhardt and Max Weber, and has been
subject to various criticisms. However, such criticisms are not necessarily consistent with each
other, and the original theory has not lost all the supporters. Since it has already become almost
impossible to reconcile this academic disagreement, it was necessary to reconsider what is seen in
Montaigne as defining human individuality.

According to an account recently put forward by John J. Martin, the individualism of the late 16th-
century humanists, from Stefano Guazzo to Montaigne, is characterized by "sincerity". Martin
believes that Guazzo was influenced by Protestantism in this regard. Although he is not explicit
about Montaigne, in the Essais we should rather see a connection with the rhetorical tradition.
Indeed, sincerity was considered a factor in classical rhetoric to express the author's character
(ethos). By declaring sincerity to be the central guiding principle in the writing of the Essais,
Montaigne is attempting to prove that he is speaking of himself in the truest way possible.
Furthermore, we can assume that Montaigne is trying to capture his own particular way of being in
his own mind. He himself is a reader of Guazzo's Civil Conversazione and incorporates some of its
arguments in his Essais. Whereas Guazzo sees language as a "mirror of the mind", Montaigne
sees dialogue as an "exercise of minds". This idea is in keeping with the idea of cultivating the
mind, as found in the etiquette manuals that were popular in the 16th century, to which Guazzo's
book belongs. It is therefore suggested that the Renaissance concept of the individual may have
been about the self-formation of the mind.
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Rhetorical Examination of Self-Expression in Montaigne’s Essais
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In carrying out this study, our attention was first drawn to the question of the individual during the Renaissance as a conceptual
guide. The theory that the modern individual was formed in the Renaissance and the Reformation dates back to Jacob Burckhardt and
Max Weber, and has been subject to various criticisms. However, such criticisms are not necessarily consistent with each other, and
the original theory has not lost all the supporters. Since it has already become almost impossible to reconcile this academic
disagreement, it was necessary to reconsider what is seen in Montaigne as defining human individuality.

According to an account recently put forward by John J. Martin, the individualism of the late 16th—century humanists, from Stefano
Guazzo to Montaigne, is characterized by “sincerity”. Martin believes that Guazzo was influenced by Protestantism in this regard.
Although he is not explicit about Montaigne, in the Essais we should rather see a connection with the rhetorical tradition. Indeed,
sincerity was considered a factor in classical rhetoric to express the author’s character (ethos). By declaring sincerity to be the
central guiding principle in the writing of the Essais, Montaigne is attempting to prove that he is speaking of himself in the truest way
possible.

Furthermore, we can assume that Montaigne is trying to capture his own particular way of being in his own mind. He himself is a
reader of Guazzo's Civil Conversazione and incorporates some of its arguments in his Essais. Whereas Guazzo sees language as a
“mirror of the mind”, Montaigne sees dialogue as an “exercise of minds”. This idea is in keeping with the idea of cultivating the mind,
as found in the etiquette manuals that were popular in the 16th century, to which Guazzo’'s book belongs. It is therefore suggested
that the Renaissance concept of the individual may have been about the self—formation of the mind.
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