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This study aimed to develop a "preschool" program for children with foreign roots in Fujisawa City
and to explore issues for its continuous implementation in the future. In FY2022, the first year of
the two-year plan, we worked with six Fujisawa City elementary school Japanese language
instructors and international classroom staff members to discuss the "preschool" program and
prepare teaching materials and resources. The "Preschool" was held on February 26 and March 5,
with 24 participants over the two days. Participants were from China, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Vietnam,
and Peru. In the "Preschool," the parents learned about elementary school rules and events,
school supplies, and required documents, while the children learned the names of things used at
school, how to hold a pencil and write their names, how to use the restroom, and school rules
through games. Many parents from other countries had no knowledge of Japanese school events
and rules, and the preschool helped ease their anxiety. It also enabled children to make a
smoother transition to school life by learning how to use the Japanese-style toilet and practicing
other things they may have trouble with at school in advance. After the "preschool" was held, an
interview survey was conducted with the collaborators. The interview analysis revealed that since
all the collaborators were involved in educating foreign children in Fujisawa City daily, the program
was designed with the children and their guardians as its focus. However, to ensure the program's
continuation in the future, it is necessary not only to cooperate with the local government, but also
with local Japanese language classes, school childcare centers, and other organizations in a
broader range of fields. Preparations for this year's event were made with the support of the city's
Board of Education, with information shared as needed. In the future, however, it will be necessary
to cooperate with local volunteer Japanese language classes and those in charge of international
classes at elementary schools in Fujisawa City. Doing so will build a solid support system to lead to
ongoing support.
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Developing a Preschool Program for Children with Foreign Roots
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This study aimed to develop a “preschool” program for children with foreign roots in Fujisawa City and to explore issues for its
continuous implementation in the future. In FY2022, the first year of the two—year plan, we worked with six Fujisawa City elementary
school Japanese language instructors and international classroom staff members to discuss the “preschool” program and prepare
teaching materials and resources. The “Preschool” was held on February 26 and March 5, with 24 participants over the two days.
Participants were from China, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Vietnam, and Peru. In the “Preschool,” the parents learned about elementary
school rules and events, school supplies, and required documents, while the children learned the names of things used at school, how
to hold a pencil and write their names, how to use the restroom, and school rules through games. Many parents from other countries
had no knowledge of Japanese school events and rules, and the preschool helped ease their anxiety. It also enabled children to make
a smoother transition to school life by learning how to use the Japanese—style toilet and practicing other things they may have
trouble with at school in advance. After the “preschool” was held, an interview survey was conducted with the collaborators. The
interview analysis revealed that since all the collaborators were involved in educating foreign children in Fujisawa City daily, the
program was designed with the children and their guardians as its focus. However, to ensure the program’ s continuation in the future,
it is necessary not only to cooperate with the local government, but also with local Japanese language classes, school childcare
centers, and other organizations in a broader range of fields. Preparations for this year’ s event were made with the support of the
city’ s Board of Education, with information shared as needed. In the future, however, it will be necessary to cooperate with local
volunteer Japanese language classes and those in charge of international classes at elementary schools in Fujisawa City. Doing so will
build a solid support system to lead to ongoing support.
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