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This research examines the influence of U.S. water policy and scholarship on modern and
contemporary Chinese water conservancy projects, dam facilities, and its surrounding national
parks. | conducted a field survey at O'Shaughnessy Dam in California and Hoover Dam, located on
the Arizona-Nevada state line in the US. O'Shaughnessy Dam was constructed in 1923 in Hetch
Hetchy Valley in Yosemite National Park to supply water to San Francisco. Two American water
engineers who contributed to modern Chinese hydraulic technology were involved in constructing
this dam. One was John R. Freeman, a hydraulic engineer who made various recommendations
for Chinese hydraulic projects in the 1920s. The other was Oliver Todd (O. J. Todd), who played a
significant role in the Nationalist Government water conservancy projects in the 1930s and 1940s.
This study surveyed not only the O'Shaughnessy Dam and the surrounding natural landscape but
also the irrigated farmlands, reservoir lakes, and small hydroelectric dams that use water supplied
by the O'Shaughnessy Dam in the area from San Francisco to Yosemite Park. The Hoover Dam
was completed in 1936 as the largest dam in the world to prevent Colorado River flooding, supply
power to Las Vegas, supply water to Los Angeles, and irrigate the states of Nevada and Arizona.
The chief engineer for the design of this dam was John L. Savage, who was an advisor to the
Nationalist Government on water projects during the Sino-Japanese War. In this survey, | visited
the hydroelectric power plant inside the Hoover Dam, made observations of the national park,
including Lake Mead and the dam lake, and visited Boulder City, which was established as a
residential area for dam construction workers. Through these field surveys, | could grasp the
overall picture of U.S. dam construction projects at that time. In the future, based on the results of
this research, we would like to examine the political and technological influence of the U.S. on
China's water conservancy projects during the 1930s and 1940s.
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Water Resources Use and International Relations in Modern and Contemporary China
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This research examines the influence of U.S. water policy and scholarship on modern and contemporary Chinese water conservancy
projects, dam facilities, and its surrounding national parks. I conducted a field survey at O'Shaughnessy Dam in California and Hoover
Dam, located on the Arizona—Nevada state line in the US. O’'Shaughnessy Dam was constructed in 1923 in Hetch Hetchy Valley in
Yosemite National Park to supply water to San Francisco. Two American water engineers who contributed to modern Chinese
hydraulic technology were involved in constructing this dam. One was John R. Freeman, a hydraulic engineer who made various
recommendations for Chinese hydraulic projects in the 1920s. The other was Oliver Todd (O. J. Todd), who played a significant role in
the Nationalist Government water conservancy projects in the 1930s and 1940s. This study surveyed not only the O’'Shaughnessy
Dam and the surrounding natural landscape but also the irrigated farmlands, reservoir lakes, and small hydroelectric dams that use
water supplied by the O’Shaughnessy Dam in the area from San Francisco to Yosemite Park. The Hoover Dam was completed in 1936
as the largest dam in the world to prevent Colorado River flooding, supply power to Las Vegas, supply water to Los Angeles, and
irrigate the states of Nevada and Arizona. The chief engineer for the design of this dam was John L. Savage, who was an advisor to
the Nationalist Government on water projects during the Sino—Japanese War. In this survey, I visited the hydroelectric power plant
inside the Hoover Dam, made observations of the national park, including Lake Mead and the dam lake, and visited Boulder City, which
was established as a residential area for dam construction workers. Through these field surveys, I could grasp the overall picture of
U.S. dam construction projects at that time. In the future, based on the results of this research, we would like to examine the political
and technological influence of the U.S. on China’s water conservancy projects during the 1930s and 1940s.
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