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The purpose of this research is to explore the reason why the activity of "prayer" has been
necessary for human society through investigating the actual activities of prayer temples.

The concept of prayer does not exist in primitive Buddhism, which originated from Buddha's
enlightenment. This is because the purpose is to abandon prejudice and master the way of thinking
of the middle way.

However, one of the reasons why Buddhism has spread in Japan is that it has incorporated
elements of prayer into the concept of primitive Buddhism. In other words, it is not easy for
humans, who live in this world and are full of worldly desires, to attain enlightenment on their own,
and it is necessary to rely on some kind of power to relieve the suffering of this world and have
their wishes come true. This is where the idea of relying on the prayers of monks, the power of
sutras, and the mercy of the Buddha arises. Furthermore, by making use of the human instinct to
fear death and being involved in funerals as a ritual to guarantee rebirth in paradise after death,
Buddhist temples expanded their field of activity.

However, in modern society, the needs for prayers and funerals are changing due to the spread of
new religions, the declining population due to the declining birthrate and aging population, and the
concentration of the population in urban areas. Buddhist temples that cannot keep up with these
changes are facing a crisis of survival. In fact, it is common for a single chief priest to serve
concurrently as representative director of multiple temples, as temples cannot be managed by a
single person in rural areas. In addition, the number of so-called ““inactive religious corporations”,
which have no chief priests or parishioners, has increased, leading to a situation in which corporate
status is bought and sold on the market.

In order to prevent such a situation, it is necessary not only to reform religious corporations, but
also for each temple and the sect to which it belongs to focus on missionary activities that are
suitable for modern needs.

The results of this research are scheduled to be published in April 2023 as a book titled
"Behavioral Economics of Buddhist Temples."
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A Behavioral Economic Approach to Religious Activities in Prayer Temples
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The purpose of this research is to explore the reason why the activity of “prayer” has been necessary for human society through
investigating the actual activities of prayer temples.

The concept of prayer does not exist in primitive Buddhism, which originated from Buddha's enlightenment. This is because the
purpose is to abandon prejudice and master the way of thinking of the middle way.

However, one of the reasons why Buddhism has spread in Japan is that it has incorporated elements of prayer into the concept of
primitive Buddhism. In other words, it is not easy for humans, who live in this world and are full of worldly desires, to attain
enlightenment on their own, and it is necessary to rely on some kind of power to relieve the suffering of this world and have their
wishes come true. This is where the idea of relying on the prayers of monks, the power of sutras, and the mercy of the Buddha arises.
Furthermore, by making use of the human instinct to fear death and being involved in funerals as a ritual to guarantee rebirth in
paradise after death, Buddhist temples expanded their field of activity.

However, in modern society, the needs for prayers and funerals are changing due to the spread of new religions, the declining
population due to the declining birthrate and aging population, and the concentration of the population in urban areas. Buddhist
temples that cannot keep up with these changes are facing a crisis of survival. In fact, it is common for a single chief priest to serve
concurrently as representative director of multiple temples, as temples cannot be managed by a single person in rural areas. In
addition, the number of so—called "“inactive religious corporations”, which have no chief priests or parishioners, has increased, leading
to a situation in which corporate status is bought and sold on the market.

In order to prevent such a situation, it is necessary not only to reform religious corporations, but also for each temple and the sect to
which it belongs to focus on missionary activities that are suitable for modern needs.

The results of this research are scheduled to be published in April 2023 as a book titled “Behavioral Economics of Buddhist
Temples.”
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