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My research plan for the second year of this project was to investigate the John Savage Collection

at the University of Wyoming in the US, and to obtain clues that would lead us to G.R. Paschal, the

man who proposed the plan to build the Three Gorges Dam in 1944 through US-China

cooperation. However, due to the difficulties in traveling to the United States caused by the

COVID-19 pandemic, | was unable to implement our research plan.

Therefore, | proceeded with my research and submitted my paper, using the available materials

and slightly changing the contents.

This paper elucidates the decision-making process of the 150-meter proposal, which was an

important turning point in the history of the Three Gorges Dam and the Yangtze River hydrological

history.

First, due to the demand for hydropower, the main purpose of the Three Gorges Dam construction

changed from 'flood control' (disaster prevention) to 'power generation' (resource development),

resulting in a structural transformation in the history of the Three Gorges Dam and the Yangtze

River water resources.

Secondly, there was a structure in which, despite the existence of frictions between bureaucracies,

policies moved towards decision-making when the policy orientations and interests of the main

departments in charge of planning and the supreme leadership were aligned.

Thirdly, it also became clear that the party group which are set up inside the bureaucratic

departments, and the Central Standing Committee have the final say on policy decisions.

Finally, there is the influence of the supreme leadership's involvement and expectation on policy-

making.

As seen in Zhao Ziyang's conflict, the supreme leadership and the competent authorities faced

various problems of reconciling interests when choosing between policies, such as the lack of

funds for construction and the eviction of more than a million people due to the '&#' ( normal

reservoir level is over 180 meter) proposal. As a result, the policy choice had to be made to give up

the normal storage level proposal of the Three Gorges Dam, which guaranteed sufficient flood

control capacity, in favor of hydropower generation, which was the most urgent issue.

On the other hand, Li Xiannian regarded flood control in the middle and lower reaches of the




Yangtze River as a top priority and voiced clear opposition to the 150-meter proposal, and these
internal objections within the highest leadership also appear to have foreshadowed the later
reversal of the decision on the 150-meter proposal.
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A Study on the Development of the Three Gorges Dam in the US—China Post—-war Reconstruction Initiative from the Perspective of
Environmental History
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My research plan for the second year of this project was to investigate the John Savage Collection at the University of Wyoming in
the US, and to obtain clues that would lead us to G.R. Paschal, the man who proposed the plan to build the Three Gorges Dam in
1944 through US—China cooperation. However, due to the difficulties in traveling to the United States caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, | was unable to implement our research plan.

Therefore, I proceeded with my research and submitted my paper, using the available materials and slightly changing the contents.
This paper elucidates the decision—-making process of the 150—meter proposal, which was an important turning point in the history of
the Three Gorges Dam and the Yangtze River hydrological history.

First, due to the demand for hydropower, the main purpose of the Three Gorges Dam construction changed from 'flood control’
(disaster prevention) to ‘power generation’ (resource development), resulting in a structural transformation in the history of the Three
Gorges Dam and the Yangtze River water resources.

Secondly, there was a structure in which, despite the existence of frictions between bureaucracies, policies moved towards decision—
making when the policy orientations and interests of the main departments in charge of planning and the supreme leadership were
aligned.

Thirdly, it also became clear that the party group which are set up inside the bureaucratic departments, and the Central Standing
Committee have the final say on policy decisions.

Finally, there is the influence of the supreme leadership’s involvement and expectation on policy—making.

As seen in Zhao Ziyang's conflict, the supreme leadership and the competent authorities faced various problems of reconciling
interests when choosing between policies, such as the lack of funds for construction and the eviction of more than a million people
due to the '&1&’ ( normal reservoir level is over 180 meter) proposal. As a result, the policy choice had to be made to give up the
normal storage level proposal of the Three Gorges Dam, which guaranteed sufficient flood control capacity, in favor of hydropower
generation, which was the most urgent issue.

On the other hand, Li Xiannian regarded flood control in the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River as a top priority and
voiced clear opposition to the 150—meter proposal, and these internal objections within the highest leadership also appear to have
foreshadowed the later reversal of the decision on the 150—-meter proposal.
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