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The aim of of this project has been to explore how the theological treatises by fourteenth-century
theologian Thomas Bradwardine (d. 1349) are informed by his abiding interest in geometry. The
inextricable combination of theology and geometry in Bradwardine's writings is best exemplified in
his theological magnum opus "De Causa Dei" (c. 1344), and in the academic year 2021 |
investigated this text, mainly in terms of style and structure.

It has already been pointed out that fourteenth-century theological treatises are interspersed with
phrases such as 'more geometrico' (in geometrical fashion). Even though Bradwardine's "De
Causa Dei" does not feature that phrase, it nonetheless shows Bradwardine's persistent
preoccupation with organizing it in a mathematical demonstrative way, for each theological and
philosophical contention in "De Causa Dei" proceeds from the axiom provided at the beginning of
each chapter. For instance, Book 1, Chapter 2 begins with the axiom 'Quod Deus est omnium
aliorum necessarius conseruator' (That God is the necessary preserver of all things), from which
follow three corollaries. These stylistic and structural devices result in a complex web of
argumentations that proceed in a highly deductive, mathematical way.

So far, so good. After the interconnection between theology and geometry of "De Causa Dei" has
been thus established, it still remains to be seen how form and content interact each other: namely,
how this mathematical construction of "De Causa Dei" affects the overall theological argument.
This is a theme which | hope to investigate more thoroughly in the academic year 2022. For the
moment | would like to suggest, albeit tentatively, that it might be profitable to examine his notion of]
infinity as it appears in "De Causa Dei", for this ultimately physical and mathematical concept was
applied to demonstrations of the existence of God in the late-medieval scholaticism.
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Where Theology and Geometry Meet: Thomas Bradwardine (d. 1359) and His Times
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The aim of of this project has been to explore how the theological treatises by fourteenth—century theologian Thomas Bradwardine (d.
1349) are informed by his abiding interest in geometry. The inextricable combination of theology and geometry in Bradwardine’ s
writings is best exemplified in his theological magnum opus “De Causa Dei” (c. 1344), and in the academic year 2021 I investigated
this text, mainly in terms of style and structure.

It has already been pointed out that fourteenth—century theological treatises are interspersed with phrases such as ‘more
geometrico’ (in geometrical fashion). Even though Bradwardine’ s “De Causa Dei” does not feature that phrase, it nonetheless shows
Bradwardine’ s persistent preoccupation with organizing it in a mathematical demonstrative way, for each theological and philosophical
contention in “De Causa Dei” proceeds from the axiom provided at the beginning of each chapter. For instance, Book 1, Chapter 2
begins with the axiom ‘Quod Deus est omnium aliorum necessarius conseruator’ (That God is the necessary preserver of all things),
from which follow three corollaries. These stylistic and structural devices result in a complex web of argumentations that proceed in a
highly deductive, mathematical way.

So far, so good. After the interconnection between theology and geometry of “De Causa Dei” has been thus established, it still
remains to be seen how form and content interact each other: namely, how this mathematical construction of “De Causa Dei” affects
the overall theological argument. This is a theme which I hope to investigate more thoroughly in the academic year 2022. For the
moment I would like to suggest, albeit tentatively, that it might be profitable to examine his notion of infinity as it appears in “De
Causa Dei”, for this ultimately physical and mathematical concept was applied to demonstrations of the existence of God in the late—
medieval scholaticism.
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