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The purpose of this study is to demonstrate how home education has taught during the 1960s to
the early 1970s in Nagano Prefecture by analyzing the education magazine, Along with Our
Children (F& % & £%1Z2) , which was , published by local retired teachers.
This local-based education magazine explained concepts of the curriculum and methods of home
education, which gathered support and appreciation by parents, especially mothers, who were
unfamiliar with the new education system after World War Il. Mothers contributed greatly to this
magazine, reflecting the fact that parents were greatly concerned with this topic.
The editors of Along with Our Children held a negative stance toward contemporary education
investment policy, but they regarded the causes of educational problems as the "deterioration of
home education" and completely lacked critical viewpoints reflecting the states of teachers and
schools. In addition, teachers who contributed to this education magazine shared the same stance
as the editors, which contrasted with the contemporary discussions on "cooperation between
school and home" and home education in the teachers' union in Nagano prefecture. This indicated
teachers' lack of reflection toward their own educational activities and attitudes. As a result, Along
with Our Children became a retrospective magazine, which made the offering opportunities of
active discussions on education between teachers and parents difficult, in addition creating debate
about the actual education matters. This was the limitation of this local education magazine, which
lacked the critical perspectives on education.
However, Along with Our Children might have played some role in education, since the publication
continued until the 1980s. Future research should consider the development of Along with Our
Children during the 1970s and 1980s, a comparative investigation with other contemporary local-
education magazines, and the magazine's relationship with mothers' reading-circle activities.
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Historical Studies on Co—operation between School and Home at Primary Schools in Nagano Prefecture during 1960s
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The purpose of this study is to demonstrate how home education has taught during the 1960s to the early 1970s in Nagano
Prefecture by analyzing the education magazine, Along with Our Children (F&+&&EH1Z) , which was |, published by local retired
teachers.

This local-based education magazine explained concepts of the curriculum and methods of home education, which gathered support
and appreciation by parents, especially mothers, who were unfamiliar with the new education system after World War II. Mothers
contributed greatly to this magazine, reflecting the fact that parents were greatly concerned with this topic.

The editors of Along with Our Children held a negative stance toward contemporary education investment policy, but they regarded
the causes of educational problems as the “deterioration of home education” and completely lacked critical viewpoints reflecting the
states of teachers and schools. In addition, teachers who contributed to this education magazine shared the same stance as the
editors, which contrasted with the contemporary discussions on “cooperation between school and home” and home education in the
teachers’ union in Nagano prefecture. This indicated teachers’ lack of reflection toward their own educational activities and
attitudes. As a result, Along with Our Children became a retrospective magazine, which made the offering opportunities of active
discussions on education between teachers and parents difficult, in addition creating debate about the actual education matters. This
was the limitation of this local education magazine, which lacked the critical perspectives on education.

However, Along with Our Children might have played some role in education, since the publication continued until the 1980s. Future
research should consider the development of Along with Our Children during the 1970s and 1980s, a comparative investigation with
other contemporary local-education magazines, and the magazine’ s relationship with mothers’ reading—circle activities.
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