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The principle achievement made possible by this year's Academic Development Fund was an oral
presentation titled "The Semantic Basis of Syntax: The Case of Quantifier Float in Japanese,"
given at the Fifteenth International Cognitive Linguistics Conference held in Kobe. This conference
is the most internationally-recognized conference in the field of cognitive linguistics, attended by
many internationally-renowned linguists. Therefore, it is quite noteworthy that | was able able to
present a paper at the conference.

The research presented at the conference was on the phenomenon of quantifier float in Japanese.
In the previous analyses, qualifier float had long been claimed to be constrained by syntactic
conditions and to provide evidence of the presence of the syntactic rule of noun-phrase movement
in Japanese. In contrast, the proposed analysis, advanced within the framework of Cognitive
Grammar, sought to demonstrate the viability of alternatively explaining the phenomenon
employing only semantic constraints. To this goal, | adopted the view that floated quantifiers
function as adverbials and as such modify the semantic structure of the predicate, quantifying the
head noun phrase only indirectly. Based on this view, | claimed that in the semantic structure of a
floated quantifier, the process expressed by the predicate is quantified and replicated, with the
result of replicating the participants as well. Therefore, | claimed that the acceptability of a floated
quantifier is to be determined by the replicability of the process involved, not that of the targeted
participant itself and further that varied types of factors are naturally brought to bear in this
assessment. In summary, the presented analysis obviated the need for setting up separate
syntactic rules in order to explain the phenomenon of quantifier float in Japanese, and paved the
way to explaining it utilizing the semantic constructs exclusively that had been independently
motivated elsewhere. Therefore, this analysis, framed within the theory of Cognitive Grammar,
reinforced the theory's claim to its integrity and thus its superiority.
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The principle achievement made possible by this year’ s Academic Development Fund was an oral presentation titled “The
Semantic Basis of Syntax: The Case of Quantifier Float in Japanese,” given at the Fifteenth International Cognitive Linguistics
Conference held in Kobe. This conference is the most internationally—recognized conference in the field of cognitive linguistics,
attended by many internationally—renowned linguists. Therefore, it is quite noteworthy that I was able able to present a paper at the
conference.

The research presented at the conference was on the phenomenon of quantifier float in Japanese. In the previous analyses,
qualifier float had long been claimed to be constrained by syntactic conditions and to provide evidence of the presence of the
syntactic rule of noun—phrase movement in Japanese. In contrast, the proposed analysis, advanced within the framework of Cognitive
Grammar, sought to demonstrate the viability of alternatively explaining the phenomenon employing only semantic constraints. To this
goal, | adopted the view that floated quantifiers function as adverbials and as such modify the semantic structure of the predicate,
quantifying the head noun phrase only indirectly. Based on this view, I claimed that in the semantic structure of a floated quantifier,
the process expressed by the predicate is quantified and replicated, with the result of replicating the participants as well. Therefore, |
claimed that the acceptability of a floated quantifier is to be determined by the replicability of the process involved, not that of the
targeted participant itself and further that varied types of factors are naturally brought to bear in this assessment. In summary, the
presented analysis obviated the need for setting up separate syntactic rules in order to explain the phenomenon of quantifier float in
Japanese, and paved the way to explaining it utilizing the semantic constructs exclusively that had been independently motivated
elsewhere. Therefore, this analysis, framed within the theory of Cognitive Grammar, reinforced the theory’ s claim to its integrity and
thus its superiority.
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