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The objective of this project is to reveal the process of formation of Port-Royal's history and
memory in early modern France.

For historical aspect, it was necessary to analyze in French libraries primary sources in regard to
the historiography of Port-Royal. As a result of this research Jean Racine's Abrégé de I'histoire de
Port-Royal, the first historiographical attempt on this monastery, was found to be important. |
therefore undertook an as-yet unpublished translation with annotations and commentary on a
quarter of this text.

To shed new light on the formation of the memory of Port-Royal, an investigation was conducted
on the politico-religious background of the Jansenist controversy from the 17th to the 18th century.
Port-Royal monastery was definitively destroyed by Louis XIV in the early 18th century. However,
the successors of the Age of Enlightenment used the memory of this martyrdom in the "Great
Century" to campaign against the papal bull "Unigenitus” (1713). Through this campaign, Port-
Royal was probably accepted as a kind of myth.
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The objective of this project is to reveal the process of formation of Port—Royal’s history and memory in early modern France.

For historical aspect, it was necessary to analyze in French libraries primary sources in regard to the historiography of Port—Royal. As
a result of this research Jean Racine’'s Abrégé de I'histoire de Port—Royal, the first historiographical attempt on this monastery, was
found to be important. I therefore undertook an as—yet unpublished translation with annotations and commentary on a quarter of this
text.

To shed new light on the formation of the memory of Port—Royal, an investigation was conducted on the politico—religious background
of the Jansenist controversy from the 17th to the 18th century. Port—Royal monastery was definitively destroyed by Louis XIV in the
early 18th century. However, the successors of the Age of Enlightenment used the memory of this martyrdom in the ”Great Century”
to campaign against the papal bull “Unigenitus” (1713). Through this campaign, Port—Royal was probably accepted as a kind of myth.
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