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The object of this study is to depict the dynamics of tacit knowledge in remembering Minamata
disease. In 2018 academic year, | conducted fieldwork for about three weeks in Minamata, Kyushu
Island, reviewing anthropological literature on narrative and analyzing the landscape history of Koiji
Island in the Shiranui Sea. Once inhabited, this island became deserted after the release of
methylmercury in the wastewater from the Chisso Corporation's factory caused severe mercury
poisoning in the 1950s. By the 1990s, Kaoiji Island recovered its vegetation. | discovered that the
people in Minamata interpreted this act of recovery as a hopeful sign of revitalization as well as a
symbol for reconstructing the relationships among people and between people and nature, which
had been once destroyed by the Minamata disease. In the 2000s, Integrated Waste-Management
Design Toa Kumamoto Corporation proposed building industrial waste disposal sites in the
mountainous regions of Minamata City that will be located upstream from the city's drinking water
source. This plan evoked memories of the tragedy and many citizens organized a movement
opposing it. My preliminary study of this movement suggests that although many citizens
participated in this campaign to protect their daily lives, the tacit concern was how to remember the
experience of Minamata disease.
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Historical Anthropological Study of the Dynamics of Tacit Knowledge in Remembering Minamata Disease
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The object of this study is to depict the dynamics of tacit knowledge in remembering Minamata disease. In 2018 academic year, |
conducted fieldwork for about three weeks in Minamata, Kyushu Island, reviewing anthropological literature on narrative and analyzing
the landscape history of Koiji Island in the Shiranui Sea. Once inhabited, this island became deserted after the release of
methylmercury in the wastewater from the Chisso Corporation’s factory caused severe mercury poisoning in the 1950s. By the 1990s,
Koiji Island recovered its vegetation. | discovered that the people in Minamata interpreted this act of recovery as a hopeful sign of
revitalization as well as a symbol for reconstructing the relationships among people and between people and nature, which had been
once destroyed by the Minamata disease. In the 2000s, Integrated Waste—Management Design Toa Kumamoto Corporation proposed
building industrial waste disposal sites in the mountainous regions of Minamata City that will be located upstream from the city’'s
drinking water source. This plan evoked memories of the tragedy and many citizens organized a movement opposing it. My preliminary
study of this movement suggests that although many citizens participated in this campaign to protect their daily lives, the tacit
concern was how to remember the experience of Minamata disease.

3. ABFFERREIZET D HE

REHEKL REREA RRFHTEEL FIEERITER
(FE - mEY) (FE4 - HE) CEERITHT - BEES) (%%%ﬁ’fﬁﬂ BHEH)
TH #XER BRI DONICREDXF—BR%EE AEOSKEIHESONIE 715 5, |20185F 11 A
A TN HH: pp.31-33.
TH X KRIZBT2TERT 286 —B |BERBEREESFE 14 BHERSE  [2018F 12 B
KREKRDYIRTEEEZH-T
TH @K RETIEHE—TBRENOH=K |WABKEITASURRS—T-EX [2019F 2 A
%= FMI—X—_EEB8NEETIERL
HSREFLESR NFEFRIREL, pp.
155-185.




