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Oceanic archaeologists have tended to think islands in the South Pacific as stepping stones for
immigrants to colonize towards east. For each island, however, the immigrants have been agents
or an agency to bring various materials including plants and animals, to consume the native biota,
and sometimes to extirpate some species. Archaeological research, in particular geo-
archaeological one, should contribute to the advance of historical ecology which studies the
present landscape as historical products of entanglement and contestation between two agencies,
human and nature. In 2017 academic year, | synthesized the landscape history in the late
Holocene of Ishigaki Island in Yaeyama Islands (the southwestern part of Japan), by compiling,
along the same time scale, several environmental proxies obtained from core samples of my own
shallow-boring surveys, such as results of chemical, pollen, plant opal, and micro charcoal
analyses, while | reviewed geoarchaeological studies of Oceanic archaeology as well. What is the
most intriguing is that the human-induced fire has probably happened on hills of Ishigaki since ca.
5000yrs, and the deciduous forest of pioneer plants gradually expanded as well as the evergreen
broad forest decreased. In this process of vegetation change, the eroded hill soil also transformed
the adjoining valley in flood plain into an alluvial lowland which would be suitable for irrigation of
rice cultivation. While the deforestation of evergreen broad trees appears a case of environmental
degradation, eroded colluvial soil accumulated has made a new anthropogenic landscape of
irrigated fields of rice which was transported from the outside, probably from the Okinawa Island,
around the late 15th AD. Therefore, it is not easy to alternatively evaluate such a change as
degradation or enhancement. Rather, it should be more important for us not to vanish the
possibility of transformational changes of 'is-landscape’.
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'Is—landscapes’ of history in the South Pacific: a combined view of historical ecology with historical anthropology
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Oceanic archaeologists have tended to think islands in the South Pacific as stepping stones for immigrants to colonize towards east.
For each island, however, the immigrants have been agents or an agency to bring various materials including plants and animals, to
consume the native biota, and sometimes to extirpate some species. Archaeological research, in particular geo—archaeological one,
should contribute to the advance of historical ecology which studies the present landscape as historical products of entanglement
and contestation between two agencies, human and nature. In 2017 academic year, I synthesized the landscape history in the late
Holocene of Ishigaki Island in Yaeyama Islands (the southwestern part of Japan), by compiling, along the same time scale, several
environmental proxies obtained from core samples of my own shallow—boring surveys, such as results of chemical, pollen, plant opal,
and micro charcoal analyses, while I reviewed geoarchaeological studies of Oceanic archaeology as well. What is the most intriguing is
that the human—induced fire has probably happened on hills of Ishigaki since ca. 5000yrs, and the deciduous forest of pioneer plants
gradually expanded as well as the evergreen broad forest decreased. In this process of vegetation change, the eroded hill soil also
transformed the adjoining valley in flood plain into an alluvial lowland which would be suitable for irrigation of rice cultivation. While the
deforestation of evergreen broad trees appears a case of environmental degradation, eroded colluvial soil accumulated has made a
new anthropogenic landscape of irrigated fields of rice which was transported from the outside, probably from the Okinawa Island,
around the late 15th AD. Therefore, it is not easy to alternatively evaluate such a change as degradation or enhancement. Rather, it
should be more important for us not to vanish the possibility of transformational changes of 'is—landscape’.
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