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BREE B IHFICK T 53N

——An Explanation in Sociological Functionalism——

g&_l’(

i N 14

Takashi Umezawa

The paper aims at studying the sociological functionalism from standpoints of the hypo-
thesis and the explanation. In attempting so, I tried to clarify problems and then to show
how to improve sociological functionalism in the face of existing problems.

Sociological functionalism as hypothesis has been used by many students; but the treat-
ment of functional explanation poses four problems. First, the concepts and statements are
ambiguous. Then, the statements often are false. Thirdly, there is the logical fallacy in
explanation. And lastly, self-regulating system has misleadingly been applied to non-self-

regulating social phenomenon.

Consequently, for the present, it is useful to construct sociological functionalism as a

theory of middle range.

There upon we need to consider social phenomena as a self-

regulating system and specify its system. Next, we examine whether the social phenomenon
under study are self-regulating system. With the above approach the functional explana-

tion becomes more complete.
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