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(&83) His remarks, roughly contemporary with the composition of Jen-shih chuan, characteristically stress the instructive
value of disturbances in the balance of nature, but with an apologetic, even polemical undertone. They express a
resolutely traditional position. The organic cosmology of Han times, which had served as the foundation for official
study of omens, astronomy and calendrical science, was by now a weaker force in general intellectual life and
beginning to suffer sharp, sceptical questioning. But from that older phenomenalist tradition Ku Kuang’s preface
draws much of its theoretical language and illustration.

() They express a resolutely traditional position. [they] T ERQHOa0IT4n°

(&83) The author sets before us a defence and a catholic survey of Chinese lore of the supernatural, drawing richly from

ancient, mediaeval and (to him) contemporary sources. But the value of this document needs judging with care. Do
not look here for creative insights, experimental style, intellectual power or critical scholarship. (£%¥) This is no
systematic, library-based bibliographical research, but a free response to books and names in recent currency, and
with Tai Fu and his work it carries the authority of first-hand personal contact-things which no imperial librarian
or critical historian could give us.

MMV Q LW [The Tale of Li wal Y245 \Vv-2" @SR RoH D i <EIVLESLL»Q’
BV RECEUNTORIVRS" Mk SEHE QT L0 RER VOV L iy Id” EROESUER R

HRs [ih] SREARKTMEEHED 4802 Qs L UTE O 5,0°

(8) Such is Ku K'uang’s position totally orthodox as a theory of omens for the Chinese imperial state, and not necessarily
very novel as a defence of omen-reading by laymen. But the solid,central and predictable character of his language
serves a necessary purpose as he now moves on to polemic. (%) The shades and degrees of scepticism about
relations between Heaven and Man in the mid-T’ang period have been usefully sketched out for us by H.G. Lamont
in a monograph on the sceptical essays of Liu Tsung-yian and Liu Yu-hsi. But Ku K'uang, writing a generation

106



DWT

BEQL [HURBRGER ] L

before those major figures, identifies no specific opponent. He confronts no argument more precise than the alleged
silence of Confucius on natural irregularities (the most elusive and non-committal position available to a sceptic),
and deals with it bluntly by reconstructing the opening lines: to defy them, he affirms, will destroy the principle of
enlightened government.
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