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Abstract

The Seed and the Sower, which was written on the basis of the author's experience during the
Second World War, was completed eighteen years after the conflict. It consists of three stories told
by Lawrence and the narrator from Christmas Eve through Christmas Morning until Christmas
Night. Originally these stories were written separately and integrated later into a comprehensive
whole.

In this paper, with its focus on the first two stories, | considered the process by which the two
characters in each story establish the personal relationship through verbal dialogue or physical
contact. What at first is the issue between "the individual" and "the collective" changes into one
between the individuals, and from there finally emerges a new mythic hero.

In the first story, which is about Hara and Lawrence, Hara is portrayed as one of the typical
Japanese people of old times who are "deeply submerged" in "the corporate whole" and "incapable
of experiencing anything individually". After the war ended, Lawrence met Hara at a prison
awaiting sentence of death as a war criminal. It was only then that real communication was
achieved between the two individuals. After he said farewell to Hara, he "wanted to go back, clasp
Hara in his arms, kiss him good-bye on the forehead and say" that first of all they had to "cancel
out all private and personal evil" between them in order to "prevent specifically the general
incomprehension and misunderstanding”. But he failed to utter these words.

What Lawrence has never expressed in his words, however, is realized by Celliers's deed in the
second story. In the scene in which the Japanese and the prisoners confront each other on the
parade ground of the prison camp, Celliers takes the unexpected action to find a way out of a
critical situation. He steps out of the ranks, advances on Yonoi, the commander of the camp, and
embraces him on both cheeks. While this implies an insult to Yonoi, it is also certain that it has
liberated both sides from the deadlock. The issue is no longer between races but between two
individual men, and this physical contact forces Yonoi to face up to his identification with Celliers,
of which he has never been aware.

As a result of his behaviour, Celliers is killed in an interesting way; he is buried alive and upright by
two Japanese guards in a hole dug in the centre of the parade ground. But this fact suggests that a
new life will be born from the Javanese earth in which Celliers is buried, because they have
planted Celliers "like two foresters transplanting a sapling”. Yonoi, who appears again on the
parade ground on a moonlit night, takes Celliers's long hair in his hand and cuts "a strand of yellow
hair" from his dead head. The yellow hair, reminiscent of a sheaf of rice ears by its colour, is
dedicated to the shrine in accordance with the ways of his ancestors. Thus Celliers, who is planted
as a seed in the prison in Java, is "planted again by Yonoi on the hills and spirit of his native
country".

"The tiny seed" that has been cherished in Lawrence's heart with a memory of Hara is sown in
many places by Yonoi and Celliers himself. These four characters, connected together with one
another, form an image of the single hero in the end of the second story.

It is true that The Seed and the Sower is a war novel. But it cannot be denied that it is a modern
heroic myth, what David Leeming has called a "monomyth" in that Celliers like many other culture
heroes dies and emerges as a new hero to produce a "golden and great" harvest for "many places"
and many people.
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YEMERNGEE & L T D The Seed and the Sower
——Laurens van der Post D ¥4/ N3 % 5t >

PV R/

LI

ZZTHY BT AL, The Seed and the Sower 34K T A S A
ENTEBY, F—EBICix “A Bar of Shadow”, £ #K121% “The Seed and
the Sower”, # =121 “The Sword and the Doll” & v 9 A AT H i
T3 ThHH Y ARAD—BEIIDzo THLNIEZDOYET
HbHLVIBKREADT, ZRNENOELIIK LT, M Christmas Eve,
Christmas Morning, Christmas Night &\ 9 BENRZ 5N TW5, K4,
ZDH—ERD AN “A Bar of Shadow” & B ST, 1952 4E\Z The Cornhill
Magazine 3% V258 872, The Seed and the Sower DFFHE T 5 i
BRAFERICIE, CoR, [HE7 Y T7TERRETE  OBIEH LHGA %
LA FYAERLTIE, EABINTOHRLE D o T4 722 B K M
MWEXRIS72F)THb, TNT—IHAEITHRA — A0 5 H AT
Relpo THATS N &, SHCHMLVbDE 572 20k, 4§
TERE EZERAIEE A S, The Seed and the Sower & L CHEZ b Hilz
\Z Hogarth Press 2 5 P47 SN2 DIFFEIC 11 EEHED 1963 EDZ L TH -
72

Laurens van der Posti%, =7 ¥ H00bWwAREFRRELLHL L,
TI7VIMPGOEF TV FRAANTHE T 7)) —F—%FH L LT,

1



1906 -2 B EEFHA L~ DRI M (BIEOE T 7V 7 LAIE 4 L~
THHBEM) AEFN, 1996 I 90 KOHMAEH %Mz 722 HEICKEO
Oy Ry THELTWEY, =0y SHEOREET 7)) H G DR
RL, EEETTIYHEND SO DOMBEL LR A EX - Z DA
i, FERE 20 MROEEEZDOL DLV 1A DH 5,

193949 HIZHE R IER RS ZH 5 L, ZOHEED 5 HIZ van der
Post (3 3 FE FEHEIZ AR LT, B WAiA 2T ¢ — & WH o Fl# % =2
Tenb, TI7VAOHEERGOF T VT, KA UEE T v AGERE
WCHRETH AL ZEHDNT, 1941 FEICHEREEE L TR 7)207
Y TWRBICID 2 2 L1252 ZTORPFRMERT, 1942 412
VrIliEsh, T THAREICI VB E %5,

ZOREORERE B L LTI NIz DAV The Seed and the Sower T
Hbo TOEKRIIBWT, THIHEM/NETH 5205, FREICZ ZITI3E
FIZX B4 BEOEABENRTVEI b FREETHEL, ZDLIHIC
$64% L 72 van der Post D1550/E# 1. D. F. Jones 1, TEFR O FKERIZD
WTIRD X HIZBRT V5B,

Laurens’s instinctive predilection for the truth of the imagination
over literal facts and events would never be better seen than in his ac-
count of his experience during the Second World War. This was the
time when he found himself, so to speak, after years of confusion and
failure. For that reason this biography will start not on 13 December
1906, when he was born, the eleventh of thirteen children, in an ob-
scure South African village called Philippolis, but when he joined the
British Army.*

RFRBROFLBRDH ) Howiz, TFHFE] L d [HED] 2HFE1ER
OWEMA RS L XMENT WD, ZORERD S AR SN 7Eaid, B
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RIS -SRI L TS 24 X =T DNICE 5T, ARRHTD
HILERELPITEBBRLIZDDICE> TS,

BRI, MERVACE RN T 528 L %572, 1. D. F. Jones
A%, van der Post D3E F N7 CTlE R {, HEBEFICAR L0 %N
IZZDERLEHEHO TR D DL, ERE L TOEREIZE W TR SRR
W EERMEEZ EOTWAINZRTDIOTHA ),

EROESL, il % OB B W TIMEAFRLTIrbi s i d - 72
WLTY, FHIE LT3 —kit Rz ks & LRI E EHOM T
bbb EW)UEERD TN 2 EIlhoTze ZIIHWMALNET S L
&, ANMWERIPBEEND, TDOFEKT, The Seed and the Sower 13,
EHOF IR T LS & W) IRWT T, MAPEROFIZHEE L T
K, WMADHFELENRENZTOEKREZ D B/RLIONLE V) HEEZ LD
DT —ELIWETHDLLEERD7259,

ZOT =%, 1934 SFITHIR S N/ RMD/NGL In a Province [23B\\T
FTTIRIEEIN TS Z &1, Stephen Spender 752 LI L TV 5 &
ZHTH5" The Seed and the Sower TIE, HEREZT 7V ANSI ¥
DGR LEZ b, AEMEZERFOMECESBRZOSNT, 07
—IPSHITFERE, L2 DL % oTWwWa,

LUF, #—#BI231F % Hara & Lawrence, % #8289 % Jacques
Celliers & Yonoi @Y AD AW %& .02, BRI L 2> & /N % i
ApE S, MEl & T8RE1 Mal & il ofEzET 52 &1
LoT, ZOBBTIEPLT Lo T 2REREZR S TAHALI LITLI,

1 [MEl & [%£&]

B, BRPS SER, HROLDIIA Y I7I Y FIZhHb (B
DOHE#% N7z Lawrence & (Fh) L DT, 2 AT X - L JIZGELN
7 Hara DWFETH %0 ZOBCFHO LTI E I E % Hara D AW
Bz, HOARABROBIZDEDTH %,



FFIHNETH L0, LTOFIHLAIRT ZEL, ZORMIE—FTw
ZIME - B, %055 [/MA] (adwarf) o7zl E L Twiz,

He was so short that he just missed being a dwarf, so broad that he
was almost square. He hardly had any neck and his head, which had
no back to it, sat almost straight on his broad shoulders. The hair on
his head was thick and of a midnight-blue. It was extremely coarse
and harsh in texture and, cut short, stood stark and stiff like the bris-
tles on a boar’s back straight up in the air. His arms were exceptional-
ly long and seemed to hang to his knees but his legs by contrast were
short, extremely thick and so bowed that the sailors with us called him
‘Old Cutlass-leg’. His mouth was filled with big faded yellow teeth,
elaborately framed in gold, while his face tended to be square and his

forehead rather low and simian. (pp.13—4)

BMEL, 5oL e L7200 &1L, BEALHENUATHST, £
CWIEEZPECDPOEFFTWT, 51220 RIIEHBET AR - T
Wiz BIIELAN SN, HEOTETOMTED ZE KL ThbiFY -7 o
Tz, BEEL, BOH720) FTENATN-> T, WIHE<T B
FUFICERTH o720 ko 72EHOFIIKL, MOL ) THho7z,

< LCHarald, HLO/MMESW ZICKLFHEICHLAZRLZ L
2% %,

I have seen him beat-up the tallest among us for no other reason save
that they are so much taller than he. Even his physical appearance
was both a rejection and a form of vengeance on normality, a vaude-

ville magnification and a caricature of the Japanese male figure. (p.13)
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Hara D SN RZO b 055, [IEFIIHT 2EE0—RE] (a form
of vengeance on normality) T&» ), F2HARABEOEM T H -7z

LA L, Lawrence 2572510 E 5 2 5 & 9 % FEIL % v THiv: 72 Hara
DHERIFEIZIE, Zhzedlio TRY L HOMED b TwiaZ b %
ENTIERS RV,

Yet he possessed a pair of extraordinarily fine eyes that seemed to
have nothing to do with the rest of his features and appearance. They
were exceptionally wide and large for a Japanese and with the light
and polish and warm, living, luminous quality of the finest Chinese
jade in them. It was extraordinary how far they went to redeem this
terrible little man from caricature. One looked into his eyes and all
desire to mock vanished, for then one realized that this twisted being
was, in some manner beyond European comprehension, a dedicated

and utterly selfless person. (p.14)

HEE DR EOZERDPILONENIRE 12722 722 DEIZE 5T, 2259
UC Hara & W) RLXE/MFIE, BENAELETHL e bHbhTwn
7o TOWATRELHVAEZPE AL L X, HEWEVZVWEWV)
AN2DHLWDIHLITHBEL72OTHDH, ZoOFEEILSNh, IELFsh
AL, S0y RADOHBOFIX R WIRTIIB VT, [ & TR
FIRBK D %~ (dedicated and selfless) A¥)TH - 7z

Lawrence (X (FA) 212> TE HIZZ H R 5,

“The thing you mustn’t forget about Hara,” he had said, ‘is that he is
not an individual or for that matter even really a man.” He had gone
on to say that Hara was the living myth, the expression in human

form, the personification of the intense, inner vision which, far down



in their unconscious, keep the Japanese people together and shapes

and compels their thinking and behaviour. (p.14)

Lawrence 25 h® 5 &, Harald, [—fAJ (an individual) T Z\F

L

JIK D

L DEDDOAMTES v HIZEZZMHEETHY, 135 0@VLOR
WEHBROMATHANEZ O LDIZHA, HOORE LATH 2 M LEK

DV TCTIEELZVWARN G 4 ¥ a YD ABORZMHY) CTHNLZ DR D72,

It was as if they all were incapable of experiencing anything individu-
ally; as if a thought or deed in one was instantly contagion to the rest
and the fated plague of cruel-doing like a black or yellow death killed
their individual resistance in an instant. Hara, after all, was the Japa-

nese of the Japanese among them. (p.18)

Hara 12 X - TFEE N DL HA AL, Lawrence 12 X+, A% L

~)V
i,

<o (individually) #Ek%Z§5 2 ED3TE v HMADBERLITE
FTEEFMOFIEGEL, COBEDLWERKEH > L) B

M A D3PS ] (individual resistance) #&E->TLE 9,

It was as if the individual at the start, at birth even, rejected the claims
of his own individuality. Henceforth he was inspired not by individual
human precept and example so much as by his inborn sense of the be-
haviour of the corpuscles in his own blood dying every split second in
millions in defence of the corporate whole. As a result they were so-
cially not unlike a more complex extension of the great insect societ-
ies in life. In fact in the days when he lived in Japan, much as he
liked the people and country, his mind always returned involuntarily

to this basic comparison: the just parallel was not an animal one, was
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not even the most tight and fanatical horde, but an insect one: collec-
tively they were a sort of super-society of bees with the Emperor as a

male queen-bee at the centre. (pp.25-6)

[M#] (the individual) 1, Z3dZdDUIHEOHS [HO2METHL Z &
(his own individuality) OMEMZIEML T2, [H] &, [FEShi-4
1K (the corporate whole) % 5% 72253 D—Fb i T & IZFE A THT
M OMKO T L ELDTHY, [HEEKkL LTI (collectively) ®H
AN, HEOZRFEE LTOREEZOHULIIER DBE K&K S TH
%o

17 TABR L 725129 TS 2 F15 L T\ 7z Hara (3, #%# o 4 4ERTO
» HMIFIE O &5k ZDEOWIZ Lawrence (&, [H£4] O
gLz [MEl TMHE] twiBladosRbadhbeTwiv Hara DS &
2,

Poor devil: as I watched and listened to him trying to break into
verse, suddenly I saw our roles reversed. I saw as if by a flash of
lightning in the darkness of my own mind that I was really the free-
man and Hara, my gaoler, the prisoner. I had once in my youth in
those ample, unexacting days before the war when the coining of an
epigram looked so convincingly like a discovery of wisdom, defined
individual freedom to myself as freedom to choose one’s own cage in
life. Hara had never known even that limited freedom. He was born
in a cage, a prisoner in an oubliette of mythology, chained to bars
welded by a great blacksmith of the ancient gods themselves. And I
felt an immense pity for him. (p.29)

ZDOW, B TH AT D Lawrence & HHATH 513§ Hara D,



B3 —#\THHR T %, Harald, £ VwIEopThEEN, AGHY
THZERL WS [HADHH] (individual freedom) 3 S4&EbNT, [H
A&V ) MR 4] (an oubliette of mythology) @ HI CEME TIZ8HTD 428
N7ZINATH %,

Mk 2 2 C, Hara 3EHNICH TSR, WHLTREEL L CTHNOER
% e BMEMITW I N LA O, Lawrence (& Hara 22 SR 4 L 72\
EVIH) Ayt —=VEZITRD, I TOZADORYILY OHT, Hara &
Lawrence (22 9 Vi %, WKL LTOHGHPRRAREITZE - <ITH
KTVD, FMIZBWTIE T TIMEDFNIILA TS, EEOLEZ MR
HZLEHR2EHENTFRXICHEE 2V, L2L, EH9LThREN
FF7-BHTHSDPRLZRIEE SR VwONE,

I could only beat my prisoners alive and save those that had it in them
to live by beating them to greater effort. And now I am being killed
for it. I do not understand where I went wrong, except in the general

wrong of us all. (p.34)

BHEVWELEARLED £V OBEFTH b, 7z bED [EERMER
) ] (the general wrong) ZIEL7z& W) FEZRITIE, —AKZoROE
SWHY DD o 2z0h,

AN &) b DI RT XY EEM ATz Lawrence 1X, @
Hara DRV HQFICx LER 2 RIS 2 &R v BINES, Ha=x%
X9 &9 % Lawrence (267> - T Hara (& “Merry Kurisumasu, Rorensu-
san.” EFEU T %o ENw BV 72 Lawrence 13, Hara (23 & % - T &
LOBBBLIIFE-TRD72nERS,

‘We may not be able to stop and undo the hard old wrongs of the great

world outside, but through you and me no evil shall come either in the



YEHERIEE & U C D The Seed and the Sower 9

unknown where you are going, or in this imperfect haunted dimension
of awareness through which I move. Thus between us, we shall cancel
out all private and personal evil, thus arrest private and personal con-
sequences to blind action and reaction, thus prevent specifically the
general incomprehension and misunderstanding, hatred and revenge of

our time from spreading further.” But the words would not be uttered.
...(p.36)

BLTCLESMEEZLICRTILWETER YV, [H&72EF] (you
and me) 7%, ¥ [ 5720 DB TJ (between us) [MHARZE| (private
and personal evil) ZILY BRI 5 TldZewad, €9 LT [ 4Ry 7 e 2
LB L1 | (the general incomprehension and misunderstanding, hatred
and revenge) TN RIEA 2 D %[ Z 9 TIE 7 v 22 Lawrence &
Hara®D & AR S TI ) BoTRD 7eh o728, FNUEONIZ [F]
(the words) &7 o> THRELNDL I LIZ LM olze 2D EIE, DFITH
P FTRTREETHEOSNTVEZ ENLHPLLTH S,

If only he had gone back he felt now he might have changed the
whole course of history. For was not that how great things began in
the tiny seed of the small change in the troubled individual heart? One
single, lonely, inexperienced heart had to change first and all the rest
would follow? One true change in one humble, obedient and contrite
individual heart humble enough to accept without intellectual question
the first faint stirring of the natural spirit seeking flesh and blood to
express it, humble enough to live the new meaning before thinking,
and all the rest would have followed as day the night, and one more
archaic cycle of hurt, hurt avenged and vengeance revenged would

have been cut for ever. (p.37)
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[MEAA®.] (individual heart) 7%, FrLWEKREZEZ S Z LIRS <
S0 [HECRIECHEREZEN 20 DO A DL (one humble,
obedient and contrite individual heart) 7%, F3EDLL LTI L LV,
29 FTIIEIZEAL 2 Y, MEOMSBII B SNSTHA . L
T Hara 3 Z D/N S AT 2 < b WER THEAZAOO L ) TH
%%, Lawrence BEL TV 2 LIZE D T TH vy,

Hara was humble enough to accept implicitly the promptings of his
national spirit. He was a simple, uneducated country lad with a primi-

tive integrity unassailed by higher education. . . . (p.14)

LaL, kol gL [MEl &, [HE46] obEr» eIl
BMEINsZED%\VE E Hara BAMICLIND, KK THLIETO
Hara #f8& Lb72v & w9, Lawrence DFFIZHHE L L Tl S/ & 7%
ZA LD (the tiny seed of the small change) ¥, OMHICHEAIS 7z
TF, DVEHINDL I L AEho72, ZOREVIE, EEICEST S
Jacques Celliers & Yonoi DFICERHNL I Lilk b,

2 [&&] »5 [l ~

BERE, ¥ v U O HAER BN HT O M5 T Jacques Celliers 25%5 2
W2 L7272, #uk#% Lawrence ICHATH 5 ) 72010 E (FA) PREL T
W7z Celliers DTt &, 7Y A< 2A0HC (FA) A% Lawrence (Z7% L TR
% Celliers & Yonoi DYl ol I Twb, T TlEEEL P
DNIHET 2 N2 THTz v,

(FA) 1 Lawrence (212> TRD & 9 123425,

‘D’you remember Jacques Celliers?’

As he looked puzzled I hastened to add: ‘surely you must! That tall
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good-looking South African officer who was with me on my first raids
behind the lines in North Africa and afterwards with the 51% Com-
mando in the Western Desert? He used to dine with me in our mess
from time to time.’

‘Good Heavens!” Lawrence exclaimed, his grey eyes quickening
with interest: ‘Of course I remember him. He was a remarkable sol-
dier. And apart from that he was almost the only man I’ve ever met

whom one could call beautiful. (p.42)

Celliers 2° [ £ & TH L H ® B\ ] (tall good-looking) [ 35 ¥ |
(beautiful) TH5Z &1, (FA) & Lawrence DMEFE DV —H L TRD 5B &
CAHTHoTe —H, Yonoild &)k wziE, b Fh (B &
Lawrence 12X > THF TR 7240 T [NV H AL HAN] (the
most handsome Japanese) & L CHiBE LT 5,

He was a striking person we both agreed, perhaps the most handsome

Japanese we had ever seen. (p.123)

(FA) 7% Celliers & Hi4x - 72D1%, Yonoi 2354 % ¥ H AH I 15 I
FICnZ &THolze ZD Celliers HE DY (FA) IZFE-72L AL B L,
Celliers 134 ¥ FDO A 4 BIZH L RIFEOMA 227 T, HREIIHT S
FUIEBEERT 572012, YYTDORAYTHBIZ4AANOMEE LD
W8T v a—MbTHTLZ, Lal, MEIZRke EHRIEL, Celliers (ZH1
DT YR YBOEL2HLEARLTUDTHETEF ¥y v TERiEoTWw5 L
CAHEZOLEYDHAEOHFE L 2D, H5 HAREIZE o TRADEIIH
T2 (8] OFTRWILTOND, TOEEDOFHERFIHE S Tz
D73 Yonoi TH Y, ZOWENS 572 ) O RBEEIIEE .



The moment Yonoi’s eyes fell on him, Celliers noticed a look of in-
terest, quickly transformed into something akin to alarm, appearing on

his handsome face. (p.132)

Yonoi DBITH L TV ERRICHMEZ S L) LT MO HEDS
OHIZH->T, Ho% Lo & 2B 5 Yonoi DR D F1IZ Celliers H35%
Ao 72Dk, BHONLEEIZHMH DIZES LTI < Yonoi DFEG
Tholze HIE Yonoi 25& bICH U &9 BEREF->THETH, A
HEOWHZEIID» S DORTEHETH L E W) BERIZBWT, S72013 [FL
ROLTYF] (birds of a feather) TH A T L1, Z DI Celliers (x &M <
DTH5

In that mood he had observed that most of Yonoi’s colleagues suc-
ceeded in their efforts to avoid his eye, but fortunately for him, Yonoi
did not. I asked why Celliers thought Yonoi had failed where the oth-
ers had succeeded. He had paused a long time before answering and
then said slowly: ‘I guess Yonoi and I were birds of a feather caught in
the same trap of our own bright plumage. He too was a fugitive from

his own, inner law — just as [ was.” (p.134)

Celliers ¥, HZ%r& Yonoi 28— LFAAETH L I L2 HEL TWE, —h,
Yonoi D#EEHLE, Celliers & O—FKMEZ#FH %55 3, Yonoi HHSZEh
ZHELTWRVWEW) ZLEMLTHIRETLEDTH 7,

#HT Yonoi 1&, Celliers (¥ HARIZMAEMERL 72 v 7 ORAET
B, FEBRRLTOARVA ¥ FORISIROGAIHE > TIEATE % L
TWDTHY, fto TRIRB DO BLT 2L VI TBOTICIZ Y25 7%
WEW) FW LM EFFHIL LT, BIMIDY Celliers i3 5, Z O
#, Celliers 13O ZZF 5 OO0, HOBITIZEMNSIND, 2D
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% Celliers 1%, MBEICANSNHED K LB Z 2T 22055 AT & 2T O
TTRRNDH, VI WIIH &) BRI 5T, 284K Yonoi IZHA T
THMB AN DR S N, WEERE R 2 RBEEEME LT (R
72 B OV LN S NTHR D,

EH RO EANOESEI X - TR ESY L 72 Celliers 77,
Yonoi DY FH 5 WTHEL W L 72 ME2E) OFBICARL:HS, 2
D 5720 O R BRI L L Thiv Tz,

I was increasingly confounded when the doctor reported to me that
from time to time Yonoi would appear without warning in the open
entrance of the hospital cantonment. He would stand there looking at
the corner where Straffer lay, taking no notice of anyone else. He
would just stand there staring at Straffer as if — as one Australian doc-

tor put it to me — they are two of a kind. (p.126)

‘Straffer’ & 1 Celliers D=y 7 32— A TH VY, Z D Celliers & W5 2
% Yonoi O#LHIE, EHOHP SR THKRE LTEHAD 25 [B72#H
+] (twoofakind) THAHZ LERTLDOTH 72,

Z D% Celliers ZMEFNC I A, MEGREE L 722 DK, 220k 4
FYRIL, TAVAE, ATy, pER, T URVIE AF Foy
PRIGIEE 4 H 2% Yonoi I & o THRAICHESINS L) BbAaFRENSE
45 %, % 2T Yonoi AHEMICZE E M7 - 2K1E, Rz RETES
ANBZREE L LV PR DDOTH 5720 TIUISKH LIABMIZ LR
EBN5, COERIEREICERTSOTHLELT, HWIZHEE
HEbET, ZOL) HRAFHEOL2IEH A DRBOREE
T2, TOMBITHMB L7 Yonoi 1, MiBEEZHEHICEASES X
I LB, WMADPHESNTU RN LIZAMN W7z Yonoi 1E, &5
WCRDZFESYE, BEANZA-TE), RGBEZHRETELIHEI-ADbE



14

WEE AR L TR R LR35 Hicksley-Ellis % BJLL35 0 Fp gL |2
OCHLTHATTZDEZIZR L) LT 5,

Yonoi had summoned Hicksley-Ellis to him in the centre of the pa-
rade ground.

‘Ask him?” Yonoi told the interpreter, how many armourers and ar-
maments officers he has in his group?’

Of course Hicksley-Ellis, as arranged, answered ‘None.’

Then Yonoi, being what he was, cracked inside. He had Hicksley-
Ellis tied with his hands behind his back and made to kneel bare-
headed on the ground near him. Yonoi then stepped back, drew his
sword, raised it flashing in the sun and with his lips to the naked steel
said a prayer to it as I had seen other officers do before other execu-

tions. (p.151)

COBoGIE RS RWHEELFTH TR, Yonoi & Hicksley-Ellis &
BIZH > TAD, #DPHIS LA B RETHICH 0N
Celliers Tdh o 720 5275 Tz (Fh) 12 “Good-bye” & ) ik \»
TEERKRL, MSEE TV REEHTARDTIZIERELER
CTHMDOHE=H 2 LEIZ, RIEOILIE T Celliers & Yonoi IZ[f] 2> T
72720k DA S TIT <,

But Celliers went on to place himself between Hicksley-Ellis and
Yonoi and said something quietly and unhurriedly to Yonoi.
Yonoi appeared not to have heard him. He shrieked again: “You —

go back, back, back!” like someone trying to scare a ghost. (p.153)

Z D, Yonoi ® HIZ Celliers 3 TE & LTl TWzo B D 5
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THSTLAIDTEIC Yonoi IZJJDVST—BEZMR 555, K& LR
57z Celliers (7% 5 b Yonoi (2% ), [MzdadE L THIT Y 29 5 |
(embraced him on both cheeks), S\ &2 2 U, Yonoi lE [Bh7HH
1] ORENTHLIHLOLRICE > THBS N2 2R 5,

Dazed, Celliers struggled to his feet, swayed and half-turned as if to
obey — then swung around suddenly. He took a couple of paces back
towards Yonoi, put his hands on Yonoi’s arms and embraced him on
both cheeks like a French general embracing a soldier after a decora-

tion for valour. (p.153)

Lawrence O f#HUC L iE, Celliers ® Z D47 %1%, Yonoi 12 & - Tl
ZOEBRVIBETH - 275, WREIZE > TEMM OB L ED, 1755
FoTEHHEOMNLEVRAEZITHL, TIHhL0MRzd726Td
DTHH o7

But what was far more important, Lawrence went on, could I under-
stand that in doing this to Yonoi Celliers had made both us and Japa-
nese free of whatever it was that locked our spirits so fatally together.
We had been there as two halves of the same thing, two opposites
darkly dependent on each other, two ends of electricity equally induc-
ing each other, until Celliers bridged the gap and released the fatal
charge?

Indeed, I agreed with Lawrence, it was most noticeable how this
whole situation immediately had become an issue between Celliers

and the rest. (p.154)

72H%, Celliers DT APERL LD D1, HICENEETEOREE
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[Celliers il A\ & Z Do H 725 & O] (an issue between Celliers and
therest) ICEZ72& W) T LT TIE LD -7,

Celliers 7% (FA) WCRlio7c b TAICX 2L, WIMBIC A 2, A ¥
FHBOINETT Y Ry BOL b0 #EREMEX 2055, 3T
KD X RFBHIZE - T,

Yes, I emphasized, that was what he’d said, and later in hospital
Celliers had explained to me that he had come to realize that life had

no meaning unless one was obedient to one’s awareness of it. (p.130)

HOFFIHENE TR T, BAXBHZ EIZERII RV, FHIRDLER
Z i, [H£46097% 5 o] (the collective) & [ AL D @] (individual)
W52 EThHbD

I think, towards the end, Celliers himself had sensed something of my
unspoken reservations, for he had concluded rather abruptly by saying
that, as he saw it, he felt the first necessity in life was to make the uni-
versal specific, the general particular, the collective individual, and

what was unconscious in us conscious. (p.131)

Celliers 258 2 L2478, ZOBOFBRZETICB LD OIMMER S
Hirotze DI LI, Lawrence 254 DD T (FA) IZRED K
DEEPLLWHLLTHA I,

Lawrence hastened to say: ‘Poor old Straffer. He was trying to con-
tain a sea of dark possibilities in the nutshell of a single lucid deed.
To use his own words he was at last being obedient to his own aware-

ness and making a collective situation individual. And don’t forget
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Yonoi! I would say it wasn’t so much Celliers versus the rest as Cel-
liers versus Yonoi. He’d forced Yonoi to face up to his identification
with him. It was no longer a thing between races but a thing between

two individual men. . . . But anyway, what happened then?’ (p.155)

BE—FIZB VT, Lawrence 2 Hara 28X LOTEDLAL LTEZ R
Moz TEHE] B, BBV T Celliers DRFEICL > TES O [17
%] (deed) & LTRENLTLIZR D,

FTTIZHBARA2 X912, Celliers 135720 O—AME2 HE L TWiz, 20
12512 X - T, Celliers & [ H % & Yonoi 28—k TdH 5 2 & | (his
identification with him) % Yonoi IZd HMEE B Z LIl o7z, WET
5% 51, BEZROFICEH LAD SN TWz587 ) O— KA Yonoi ®
meEMibsh, Zhickos oL, £ & T4EF] T#E
AL X T#FE] 55 Celliers % Yonoi, 2% 9 [MAALl xF AL ~N& K
ELEREBTFTLI LI RoT

3 FHrULHr RS

Celliers Dfa¥iZ, ORI TIIHRIZHEYZKITTO [MH] & [fH]
DEMICT E ol THIE, —HITHB W T Yonoi D 7% 2212 Celliers
Eo—KEOBHEE [H] L LTOHREZFOEE LAY, A
T Celliers DIEE SR E b o720

The Seed and the Sower %, ] & [H&], M) & [H] oFZED
Wikl LTHARENT E 7225, 223 E 720 O D@ 2 55 o 7
—IPHEYATNTE I LICHFH LA TR ROV, 2OV E D,
WS L BBEWBBE V) T—<TH b,

Hicksley-Ellis D % 1Z4a X 9 & L7210 C, Yonoi (& 2O EW I
72 ZbNTWwh,
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Nothing could prevent it coming now, I thought. One by one the
heads would fall until someone broke — and even then it would not be
the end. This appetite for disaster would have to be fed, and not until

it was sated would the devourer in Yonoi and others desist. (pp.151-2)

Yonoi OHIZIFHEFRL VD, TXT% [EYAEHBEW] (the devourer)
PHEATBY, ZOBRMOERDW SNR VR EOERLIRS FEVIE
1kt Z & v, HB—EBIZB VT Hara D7 022 A, Hara &\ ) AWz
REFHPLTV2ZOb ZhLFABOBEYTH 72",

F TR X H 12, Celliers i OBEW B L VWS, HEOEEE
VTR o GRIG L2, 20U, SRS MERINIEHEC X 2 YR
HOTLEBERL TV,

7 A S OMEES% David Leeming (2 & 7UiE, JelEo EJEIGHEA: - @
HEAL - B1E 2D ) - HOR GABE) - %8 - EHR TR - A - Ao 8 B
BED S o> TWT, SIS OFEERH IR OB MEMIGEE O 7 s @ LT
Ronzb0ThHs, BWEREEZ T0IB0O2FHOERTH 2l
HILcEEN D",

I VEDODT =<, Leeming O F ) KD 8EFEDH LD 7HH
WHETA2HETHY, 2 [2A] (the whole man) Z/AEAMLTHT
FEBR v LI [EARME] (individuation) OBEOTHE 22T D TH 5,
S CTIEEITERESN, ] (the individual) 1 $Z DL ZH/2IZ LT
[4£ & 14716 ] (the collective being) DA % KT %, B A (a
modern man) & L CHAZTEHEE, ¥IEAYAM (universal man) & LT
fE2',

Celliers |2 & % Yonoi D¥a#E & 9 HiRHFE O, Yonoi A5 Z
DEEWHL, RDDIZH L WEISTENERE SN THRS, ZOHGFIHE-ST,
Wi LWFEMON, E2o L2 E2mE2oM L2 F [H7 L7z
(upright) IREET, BRI HILEBICHR & A RIEAR TR iz kodiC
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Celliers 23D LN =D RIFHENSH 3 HIED Z L TH o720

His hand however was instantly seized by a guard, jerked down, and
then tightly tied with rope behind his back to the other hand. His feet
were similarly bound and two guards then seized him and forced him
upright into the hole. They held him thus, like two foresters trans-
planting a sapling, while some of their comrades piled their rifles and
took up spades to shovel the earth, that rich midnight earth of the cen-
tral plateau of Java, back into the hole. (p.156)

Z 9 LT, Celliers %% Yonoi 25 2 72 EEMAIT 41, #iBEZRATH
Celliers # #H RN AE EZMDIZ X HIEANEEL Z L2k o7,

Only his bare head, chin, and neck showed above the ground but it
was noticeable that the head was erect and that the face for all its
bruising looked strangely composed as if it saw something beyond
that moment which caused it, from time to time, to try and smile.

The living grave complete at last, two guards with fixed bayonets

were posted at the entrance to the enclosure around it. (p.156)

“The living grave” &1%, “his living internment” &9 Bl L & 12,
oxymoron (fEFFHE) M —HAWLEBTH L, LFHYITIX
(EESMDDOE] L) BERTHA ) D, HEDAS A=V LFECHITTE
25%51X, [HEL7200%E]| bbb [HE - fHHOE] LH§L 2
ELUEETHA ). %D Celliers D72 570 OfFIRIE, [#5A](a
sapling) ZHIZ KR 25720 OFRMEHEDL ) ThHo72n5TH b,

Celliers 2VEESHDIZENTHSL3HEDOZ &, AW IZHSL Iz
HEHRO [HEEHOOE] 12, EIhbedalBRETOLEH L
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Yonoi l&, Ry Fero#kEY) W5 L, &MU Celliers DHFHEZD—
HEFICM-> TENEZY VNS, COZOFIE, ZoOWHLY bUHNICE
VT “his long yellow hair” (p.155), “the bare yellow head” (p.157), “a
strand of yellow hair” (p.161) Z & LRI EN TV LDREHTREZ
L THb, RS, Lawrence 1 Celliers DFRITDOWT, LIFIC “fair
in colouring” (p.122) &RRTWZ2DIZK L, ZZTYYHS 7D
ZOTEE ‘yellow” EEESNTWT, ZRPENIZES TR YRS N
B HEESEL05TH 5,

Celliers 1AM 2 72D 5, PAEFTOEMICTEICESND, #ikL D,
WRALFAAE OEER 2 B Tz Lawrence 13, HABERKAIPWE S Tw
BT THAK Yonoi I 9o TN FE T2 ) ORISEEN % makiE
Bh o 7205, Yonoi I3 Z D AWICEPNT, 5720 BZFIC% o729
Lawrence \2H 24T LM IT R &2 3 5. W20 WP 2wl 2 & 72
Celliers 2> 5A1 ) Bl o CTHiHE L TV 7280 E2 %2, ZHEOFE O b o L ihEn»
SN, FREMTHOFEE L TESHEYFITRMINTL L o7z, Thil,
CNEMYVRELT, TOUEOXRELHATINEED, boitoffiz
b2 5L, BHORZILLMALIZEMN L 72w T, BEBORIZE > T
CNF v, L) DOPBZOFEONETH -7z,

HWAIETEAN & LTI EREE L Tz Yonoi Tldd - 7245 T L
TR RNEZ TIHEOME T LS NL, Th b 448K, FRICED
B X N CTHARIZFEE L 72 Yonoi b & 12, #H & B 1) Lawrence 2 5
Celliers D#EZD % HNTL %,

Yonoi 2 bW EK# OB AR ADTRFIL, DTOLIRbDTH- 72,

The hair had been dedicated in the sacred fire of his people’s shrine.
It was, Yonoi wrote, a beautiful place at the end of a long cryptomeria
avenue and among steep hills covered with maples burning like a for-

est fire on the autumn day of the ceremony. A long elegant waterfall
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poured out of the heights above the clouds and fed the stream and
pools full of carp and wing-swift trout at the foot of the shrine. The
air there was fragrant with the scent of leaf and pine and purified with

so much water. (p.162)

[V xTOHMRERO D OGN HEEOKRHM ] (that rich midnight earth
of central plateau of Java) 1%, — 2BV TIZ Celliers #AEZHDIZ L7
ORI TH 7275, FMFICBVTIZZOHEE,S [HA] 2BLH
HEORMTH D72,

Celliers ®EZIFHARICE SN, TOMTEN% [K] (water) LEHA
72 725 (air) ICPHENT, [HAR 2 K] (the sacred fire) TSN %,
29 LT Celliers D%, FHEDA A — I 5 72 HKXKRO M KIZE F
NBHD X I Yonoi DIEHMDEL D127 5", Lawrence DI IZ
Celliers 1251 & kA, WO BRI A TV o 72 Celliers D EE,
&% - 72 Yonoi Z#i U CHARIEZ b b,

Celliers DFEIAT ) FAELBEIFEDA A—TI%, 7 X ) BEMERLT Y
T AYTAT YORIUED BZWEEICIB VT, K0k HE0 b OfliF L
B, ZOREBEIGICEI-TEIFYERITOELZ TFICARLZEAL
Wunzh DEMGRZ 525 L SEDL DD H 5o

FBCRY, AYTT A YFAT U OFEH Wunzh FRICHE T H 5T
WMECBITZ LTS L, JJEOFIZRKRVERLZErLMlbIN: [ELWw
#i# ] (a handsome looking young man) %85, HEIZ [ (a plume
of waving feathers) % DIF, [frfE L HBOKELEREICDH ] (a great
many garments of green and yellow colors) ##ii- 722 D222 5 OFSIH X
Wunzh 12V 2 ) ¥ 7 ORE %P

4 HH, 295 o0iMEOHRIHE-> T, Wunzh 3MF2HHHA2L
78, HOKREHCTRIICHD S, T5&, LIESHL LT [fRaoP)
D4 | (the tops of the green plumes) ASHAIZ S B A ¢ 5, BTk
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o> CTHUHMEDEEF NI Wunzh 252 2 THIC L7z i, [HERH
HEF OO X ) R E o8 E2 ] (bright-colored silken hair), [JaliZ
OPIY Lat 4 & L7223 ] (nodding plumes and stately leaves), [
@b | (golden clusters) Z2if7z [LoEWELEZLAY ] (a tall and
graceful plant) TH-72'%,

CoOWiEE D LICHEP NIz, Hiawatha % F A4 L 3 % Longfellow @
FHTWE, R oFE2MTolE [/NS ko] (asmall green
feather) TH Y, BRI S b DI, [H6Y < &% (shining robes)
WKHELDHR [RATELLY, 5£3530HMBWE] (long, soft,
yellow tresses) #TES L7z [ b7 €T 23| (the maize) Tdh-72""

WFNIZLTH, Wunzh LD - H5FH L, BOP (=FD%E) & 7%-
THED, Wunzh i3#f (= #4M0) Ol FICANS, Celliers Wik
WBWTZOREDFIMBICH Y T2 D075, HFHEHRE (=it = Wunzh)
MHEZ 725K (= Celliers =#%) THA 9o

iU Leeming 12 X AU, —#WICENEOWEEE, EMERZ 5 L)
Fi% LB OOV TWwRY, 2 LT, EiEMENX, Zhehotic
BWTHA L2 E2 ) 055 b, HRILBO B — SRR 2 R 3
2H0THHY, TOBMIIIOALIE, [FyERay] L [#HA] 0
EWEHHIZLTH, TREEDLIIULN L ERIITET, LATHAS
NTHEET S L v ) HI2B W T Celliers & Wunzh @ 5722 O Wit Ikl
LTWBEFERDLEDL),

Lawrence & (F\) 1A > TS 9o

“You see,” Lawrence said to me now, his voice low with feeling:
‘the seed sown by brother in brother in that far-off homeland was
planted in many places. 1t was planted that day in your prison in Java.
Yes, even in the manner they killed Celliers his enemies acted out

their unwitting recognition of the seed of his deed, for they did not
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only bury him alive but planted him upright like a new young growth
in the earth. Even the manner of their denial of the deed was confir-
mation of what was rejected. He was planted again by Yonoi on the
hills and spirit of his native country, and here again the seed is alive

and growing in you and me.” (p.163)

(&% D Wil E TR & o TR O IZE#Er NI, £ < O
\ZH# 2 B 7z ] (the seed sown by brother in brother in that far-off homeland
was planted in many places). T, BEOHFLL—HiILEEZH- T,
C oA, BEEIZBU SEOM, Wunzh OWEEICBITS M ET I L OM
ZOMBH 5@ LFMOTETHIHVHL I LEERIRLTVEY, GhokE
LCOBMIE, SN2 L NVIZBW IO EGAKZ D 2 LT
E57259. ZOR, [Nk 2HHE < A (the sower within) 2%#E W 72Ffi1,
Lok LT [HETE, Lt ROoRTERENS] (alive and
growing in you and me) D TH %,

Celliers 3 ZDWICHIZ L > T, THSDITEN—HR.OFE] (the seed of
the deed) THAH I L%, WMBENLAOPRT FITH S IR S T D4
Relpolz, TOMIE, VY TORMTHEZELT [#HLWFHA] (anew
young growth) & 70, SHICZOHERITVOLPEEL TEEKD,
O E % 5T Yonoi IZX o THADHICHIZ 5b, T LTHEERE
EEHONEERDHRE Y B I N D,

(#h) %% Lawrence & 4 ¥ 75 ¥ FOHET, Celliers & Yonoi ® &\
HFEEIZH > Tz 2 ) A< 2D, Celliers 23 & TIEA Till & 7257
PO THRT, [Ho72%] T (renewed and reintegrated) (F4)
DERIZL> TV 0D X H I, ZL2HN D TUNEPROFRE 5T
W7z,

I stood there with a heart full of welcome for the storm and it was as if
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Celliers had come again from all those many places in which he had
been born, lived, died, been buried and enshrined, to stand behind me
renewed and reintegrated, saying clearly in my ear: Wind and spirit,
earth and being, rain and doing, lightning and awareness imperative,
thunder and the word, seed and sower, all are one: and it is necessary
only for man to ask his seed to be chosen and to pray for the sower
within to sow it through the deed and act of himself, and then the har-
vest for all will be golden and great. (p.163)

Celliers ZF§7 7 ) A THINEL, V¥ T TRIS, ZOFIEHATIE
LNz BERLRIE RO RVDD, )M RT LR OIATY 72
Hara b, JEATE L OFffik 72 572 Celliers b, €L CZ Oz i\ 7z
Yonoi b, HEHLR [TRTCHAVEDLARD [(allare one), 005 [F
RCOZWCHEOOTLERIHED D 725 N5 ] (the harvest for all will
be golden and great), Yonoi %% Celliers 7 5 A ) B - 7z [ # fo v |
(yellow) BEIE, E»IZFE KAL) - 7284 (golden) @
CTh Do 2 L ARIR L TR IIE oML LT,

[ME | o H%H &M %D <% Hara & Lawrence, Celliers & Yonoi @Y
ANOYGEIE, FROCEVDOANPOWELE L THEZEDPTETH S 9o
Hara 3B & D, Celliers ($4: &30 & % - TIEA 72, Lawrence &
Yonoi iZ, TATHEZATHMEZRNLTEEES 2,

H—iRIZB VT Hara &\ ) D) ZDDOLENTH 2 Wlo THFEDOHIZHE
HLTwiee—u—2%, HHTIEEOLE Celliers 12 2 THEGO 1 2
LEN T EH o TL %, Hara & Celliers &\ 9 #1819 S0 b 38 113,
Lawrence & Yonoi & 5 b3l L LT, ZOREMENIFYE % BHELSE2
DTHbo

CDOWUABMETA X =Y OHRTOEDERD, TORREBIEIZE T
BILESOONHEE AN2IZD 720 Lz W) EIRT, 1 Wunzh ©



i

e EBICANBUTILET 2 LEDETHH LB FRAHLESH ) B K

YEHERIEE & U C D The Seed and the Sower 25

FRM 2 4 E P 72FH van der Post S S CTHi & %9 & L7z,
MMl | OB LML 2B E T, BUCICEES B EBERTH - 72,

RS

x

7 7 A ML The Seed and the Sower (Penguin Books, 1966) & i\ 7z, 7% 1,
FIACHDA 7)) v 7RI 2RI T RTEZICLDDDOTH 5,

1)

10)

The Seed and the Sower %, Lawrence %12 Tom Conti, Celliers %12 David
Bowie, Hara 12 ¥ — b 7243 L, Yonoi BICH A —~%B L, [H&%oD
A1) =2 Y A< A] (58 : Merry Christmas, Mr. Lawrence) & fE &N,
1983 4E IR R BB & D Bhilifb S 7z

D. J. F. Jones, Storyteller: The Many Lives of Laurens van der Post
(London: John Murray, 2001), p.197

HEAZE - FINKERR, BEoRkicT) (B, 1978) — REDH L X
B, FIHSChO [—UH "] 3—EWEDR) Th b

Jones, Storyteller, p.2

ERDAEFEZT N2 FF 2225 —EmDs, 720 A0RET L ek
B PBS I2 & o THIES N, NHKEE T L YD [HANDfR] &) FHlo
hC NROMROEEAT—L YR T7 Y Fh KA LEEINT
1998 fEICHM S TV %,

Jones, Storyteller, pp.10-3

F 72 OMEFT (p.38) Tlones &, [FHLEICL S EMERE, KK 77
VAR, AT UFEE, FAVEE wYTEE < LU—@EINA T, HAEZE
Yrl, BELOT7)AOFFHERTE L] Ll RTw b,

Jones, Storyteller, p.281

Jones, Storyteller, p.5

Laurens van der Post, Patterns of Renewal (Chester: Pendle Hill, 1962), p.6
TIVADTy a3 YRR EMZTWS ZO—HillB T, fER
i TEKIEE, FTFEICTYVRMRS =T L) b THG D b IEEE
R BIUEZAONAE DT, ZNIREALSERPHMEL Y IEETH D,
72D ORI T AN F— DI % o T B | LI, MFEATA X — 12
FoTiHloNEIDTHLELT, ZOHEREMZEHL T D,

Stephen Spender, The Destructive Element: A Study of Modern Writers and
Beliefs (1935; rpt. Philadelphia: Albert Safer, 1953), pp.248-9
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WEAERE EoBigs] (B, 1976), pp.239-41

I TIRDOLEEE TH 5 EHEX, The Seed and the Sower O 55— “A
Bar of Shadow” %, LW BMEPSFHLA—HICBWT, [HEHEAN
WiEd A& EbNbIEEOMFU PR ARATOPRIER L RWV] &
JE, Hara OV 23812, 5720 BT RIA LEARAL 2 &
ICEoT, ZNFEFTTNES TOLHEEPRLT S L) Il o722 L 2R
LT,

WAAERE, [WE, p.241

ZITHEHIL FEHEINDL I LDLRd o7 Lawrence D IZOWT, [b
NONIABTHBIRY, 2RI LDEEIEDZ2L-> TV HRVWOTIE
BWIEHLI D] ERRTWE, ZOBIRNPST S E, Lawrence [FE O
PR AR S AN, BERBELDLILIETE R ho2E V) T LR
5o

WA AERE, W, p.242

E12] THHLZ—®ICHFEHZOLUT oML, H—-HITBVT
Lawrence ICX > TEHENSLIZESLHT, Celliers IZX > TR LET SN
T (=0HEE) 5, L3Ld [AHE] 2b0LIEFALWIILTY,
HERLEHREZFLIDOTH LI L ZRIEL TV D,

— [ ZADANBOMFEVSEIZERN 2 DL 2 57:0121F, BHWAME
R LTHGORABERT AR T E R SR v, L, 2
OTHLL, WAL K] 2ffo TR UDTHRELZIETH S, AHE
WKHESINZZIH LT, MESRBORME 5L %01, THUTLKD
bDOERDLTHS ).

van der Post, Patterns, pp.29-30

Ty vax O R B FEEMEFD VLD TH S Mantis & The Great
Devourer DIk E R Lad 5, (BRI [ROoMAUITBWTE, &Hico
OMFRE L VI P2 T, RABAYOITEFE -2 RHEHHT 5729
12, B72 B O 2 KA A the all-devourer (§XTZEY &HH) 2PN
ROGRKR &R ofz] L, ZOBEWH, WH LV I BIREERETD
5 ERFICE KM GTDH B L V) HIEFOMNE 4T > T b,

David Leeming, Mythology (New York: Newsweek Books, 1979), pp.96-8
Leeming, Mythology (Newsweek Books), p.105
HHERTONFEFDS T 2 TOR -2 R=Y LTAHAL TW2SHEENIC
&, ZITHARTWS [ ] o> Th b [HHEiaE] 2o
WTOHRMNPDH Y, TOPTHEREZOFEMIZOWTRD L) IZHERTV 2,
— [THEEME] L%, MERLEEROMIZ, KRED/NS ZHEEEOPIZ,
A OEERCHEEE, HE, BHO—Mrd, ANEFIIEML, RIS
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B3 2HETT, FbIE, THT, EroZl0BENHIALIZLE-T
ZUIMHBNTES:, ZETH ZONFEFIILPRIN TRV D TH#%
THEOAE T (EomEEABRAMICHESN T T). ]
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David Leeming, Mythology.: The Voyage of the Hero (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1998), pp.8§2—4

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, The Song of Hiawatha (1855; rpt. New York:
Dover Publications), pp.30-8

Leeming, Mythology (Newsweek Books), p.99

Leeming, Mythology (Newsweek Books), p.96

ARG 12 75 24§

— [FICE LS ITEITA, —RoED LMIZHE S TR 71—
ThHbAo bLIELIFE L DEEM AL,

R DZMICE L T4 2B SN TWa A, 22T MERRE
gt 5520 1B 208 (13213) L) HHOMILH S DL
5% b o T, FROZMICHE S 23R E Lz,

— [N & L o - AT IC 2 5 & &3S, HRE, MR, dx
Wp LLIHNT, WIFNHNAYRE L, MY P o 2R Z fE BN T
5 ESIEE (PTER6) L) (FEE). MOoAZR LT, &Y,
W3E, RY, MBS0 2 En k2 T & &S 5 L, i
REWIZALND, EblF, HEANIKETERLE TSI LA LMOMEIL
B SRR SN, PR, PRESS, BT 2 &0 %, ot T
BEKIATONEHE (1) £43, MR Grat) ZHmiicfhz TiL
HEICBHTHEDTH 5D,
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Synopsis

The Seed and the Sower as a Heroic Myth:
A Reading of a War Novel by
Laurens van der Post

Kenji Adachi

The Seed and the Sower, which was written on the basis of the
author’s experience during the Second World War, was completed eighteen
years after the conflict. It consists of three stories told by Lawrence and the
narrator from Christmas Eve through Christmas Morning until Christmas
Night. Originally these stories were written separately and integrated later
into a comprehensive whole.

In this paper, with its focus on the first two stories, I considered the
process by which the two characters in each story establish the personal
relationship through verbal dialogue or physical contact. What at first is
the issue between “the individual” and “the collective” changes into one
between the individuals, and from there finally emerges a new mythic hero.

In the first story, which is about Hara and Lawrence, Hara is portrayed
as one of the typical Japanese people of old times who are “deeply sub-
merged” in “the corporate whole” and “incapable of experiencing anything
individually”. After the war ended, Lawrence met Hara at a prison awaiting
sentence of death as a war criminal. It was only then that real communica-
tion was achieved between the two individuals. After he said farewell to

Hara, he “wanted to go back, clasp Hara in his arms, kiss him good-bye
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on the forehead and say” that first of all they had to “cancel out all private
and personal evil” between them in order to “prevent specifically the gen-
eral incomprehension and misunderstanding”. But he failed to utter these
words.

What Lawrence has never expressed in his words, however, is realized
by Celliers’s deed in the second story. In the scene in which the Japanese
and the prisoners confront each other on the parade ground of the prison
camp, Celliers takes the unexpected action to find a way out of a critical
situation. He steps out of the ranks, advances on Yonoi, the commander of
the camp, and embraces him on both cheeks. While this implies an insult to
Yonoi, it is also certain that it has liberated both sides from the deadlock.
The issue is no longer between races but between two individual men, and
this physical contact forces Yonoi to face up to his identification with Cel-
liers, of which he has never been aware.

As a result of his behaviour, Celliers is killed in an interesting way;
he is buried alive and upright by two Japanese guards in a hole dug in the
centre of the parade ground. But this fact suggests that a new life will be
born from the Javanese earth in which Celliers is buried, because they have
planted Celliers “like two foresters transplanting a sapling”. Yonoi, who ap-
pears again on the parade ground on a moonlit night, takes Celliers’s long
hair in his hand and cuts “a strand of yellow hair” from his dead head. The
yellow hair, reminiscent of a sheaf of rice ears by its colour, is dedicated to
the shrine in accordance with the ways of his ancestors. Thus Celliers, who
is planted as a seed in the prison in Java, is “planted again by Yonoi on the
hills and spirit of his native country”.

“The tiny seed” that has been cherished in Lawrence’s heart with a
memory of Hara is sown in many places by Yonoi and Celliers himself.

These four characters, connected together with one another, form an image
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of the single hero in the end of the second story.

It is true that The Seed and the Sower is a war novel. But it cannot
be denied that it is a modern heroic myth, what David Leeming has called
a “monomyth” in that Celliers like many other culture heroes dies and
emerges as a new hero to produce a “golden and great” harvest for “many

places” and many people.



