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Abstract Chaucer believed, as Dante did, that God’s will was shown through

Nature. In “The Knight's Tale” he dramatizes astral influences on
human beings. It is Phoebus that leads Emelye to the garden to
“walketh up and doun”(l. 1052 ), which starts the story of love and
war. Phoebus also guides Arcite to the forest where he meets
Palamon and fights with him. The characters in “The Knight's Tale”
rarely express their own will. Instead, they are conscious and accept
that the seven planets control their fate: Arcite attributes his captivity
to Saturnus. Astrological determinism implied in “The Knight’s Tale”,
however, is limited by the existence of chance: In Chaucer’s tale the
fatal reunion of Arcite and Palamon was realized by chance. Chance
is a topic discussed in relation to nature and determinism.

For Aristotle, chance is an event which is not intended by any nature.
Avicenna, an interpreter of Aristotelian philosophy, believed that there
was no room for chance and the free will of man in the physical
world. On the other hand, Thomas Aquinas regarded the
indeterminism of chance as a spice of nature. Chaucer apparently
follows Thomas to suggest a possibility for earthly beings to escape
all-embracing determinism and partly break natural causality. Most
events of “The Knight's Tale” happen in the grove which birds and
animals inhabit surrounded by various trees. Chaucer gives detailed
description of earthly life in order to define human beings as a part of
it. Palamon complains that while animals can fulfill their lusts human
beings must abstain from them and have pain even beyond the
grave. The narrator confesses he does not know where the spirit of
Arcite will go. These philosophical problems are raised and left to be
considered by Chaucer’s audience.
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F 3 —% — (Geoffrey Chaucer) @ [§il:DFfF] “The Knight’s Tale”
(LLF KnT) Tld, BT (K] 870y bo L TRE 2&#%
R72Fo BEWST2NTEVREVTELORIZHEZRET. br)&to
W, 7y —71%, [H%KI2] “by aventure” (1.1506)" ZId U4
o7 TLTC, 2NTEVH [MHIKRIZ] “by aventure” (1.1516) FEHTw»
7eEOMY ZY), €2T, ZANIHETAI LIRS, ZSTHEALL
WOk, TOTAOBEDHOBEIZH X 5T, o 0RO
HLLTHrMTWwbsZE, ZLTC FHLFECTHIHLBZDOZ LR D
ZATHALTVDEVW)HTHD, Fa—H—plRPL LRy hFF
(Boccaccio) @ [T A %] Il Teseida delle nozze d’Emelia (The Story of
Teseus concerning the Nuptials of Emily) T Z ANOBLIIHF BV THE
L. Bicw725”, LaL, 22 TROAOHREIEREz 0L L
THIPN TV L, BRBDRTEE, THVY—THBT TRCECED, &
BIAEZTZA) TICESWTWA I R HMEN TV L, ZO0A%H%
WLIELIEE> T2 B> T, 205, XTEVETIVY—T
W Z R LAL L W) HBELRZBWND 012, #2720 THY, 1%
BRTIZOIHENNDP 072D ThH b, Fa—H—3 T ofEirT, [
R ZEHIBLZTNE RS R0 o720he RETIE, KnTIZEBIT 2 H%
DERE 2 OVEmA RS 5 PEm & OBRICBWTEET %,
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[KER]) Paradiso \ZB1F % 527122V THFZE L 72 Richard Kay 12 &
g, > 7 (Dante) &, RERIMOBEHATHY, MidHL (Nature)
ZHEMLTHOOBEZRTDHIOTH L5 5, MOBELIIREOWNIEICL -
TREILDDLZENFNKD, LELTWZ, —F, AMICREHEEYRD
5720, NFBRR2OEITFONENE EH) M) 23 HEEFICL > TFH
THIEEMRBVEY Y FEEZTVE s ¥y FHRERENERT S
L&, HEIUITICABOMITH T 2 REDEE L v BEICE N TW
%Y,

b0 RN, FULHEAFNOE KDL\ KnT Tldd
505, FITRRFICE > THREIND A OFay & v 2 & D)5
ENb, FrT7Illo>T, MOBEEIIHE > TR AR ORI HEE 5.
ZBMET R BRI CTRE L Z RSV Es e T5 Y, KnT I
BUFbFa—H—ohbwid, RESAHOEMGIZHEL L2 DR
Ok E NEBED LI ZIT IO B REN L) ik, Wikz@EL T
ML LIThHoTtEZOLNS,

Goodman i [hu A4 WA EZ V)AL F] Troilus and Criseyde \Z2\\T,
TIAMTFLVAOHKEFBZOEBBOMEKIIHL L L, AMIZEZ5
N7zfEl % @ “nature” 1Z3EAy L LTHVTW 5 (“Our natures draw us to
our natural destinations”) £ L TwaY [hafvzxe sy tf 7]
Tid “nature” 1213dH ) —2DOFR, [MWALED L LTOFH] L)
BHRD G2 51 Twb—— "0, thow Jove, O auctour of nature” (7C, I11.
1016) o KnT Tl%, ¥ ¥ 7 O L kL, %% OEKO nature 23 HE 72
BEWA RO, AHOITENIEET20RE S KEPLOEETH Y, I
MBI EN TR ET A E, TR EEFIRERTH Do

KnT 126V T Love & War ($tf) & w9 b7 ay b oK Z 1
LZOESHEVIFHTHY) ZOKRBETH LD, ~ ANOE L3R5
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THILWE DT A THREIZH2DEZDIE, 5 (“in a morwe of
May” 1. 1034) L) FEHiTHo 7z
herte,/And maketh it out of his slep to sterte,/ And seith “Arys, and do

“The sesoun priketh every gentil

thyn observaunce.” / This maked Emelye have remembraunce/ To doon
honour to May, and for to ryse.” (I. 1043-47), T X 71X KBz 28R,
Ji& % Wk L7275 (“in the gardyn, at the sonne upriste,/She walketh up and
doun---" 1. 1051-2), #9 LA&IFIE, NIEFVETNY—THWELxH

I295628d, BICELDLILEILDoETTHY, §XTIZIINH
BE o720 TVY—THRMOYE R DFIZIADP-7-0b, 5 HITHREE
9 7:® (“for to doon his observaunce to May™ 1. 1500) TH» b0, Fh
ZEWIZDIIKRETH o720 FHi (KB) 23 LRI E 2 % %8
W F—=id, [# &N =Wkl The Canterbury Tales, [I%7%] “The
General Prologue” OBHIZBWTT TIIRINT WS, 4 H & W) FEH
MWNBIZE SIS 3 ¥k 5 (“--and the yonge sonne/ Hath in the Ram
his half cours yronne,/ And smale foweles maken melodye.” 1. 7-9). [{
BRI, FEICR S AL ERALISHAT 2 L5125 (1L 12). [FEl]
DEBETREINIZRIL - HEFAIH R KnT 125] S kA5, BARIIZ R
HINTna,

KnT Ot FAC B W T B OO RAENH 5 L FhidThid
PR VIATHE, KEEIZE o TEPNTWE Z LIZADD B o728
BiNW7z6 8, ¥ by VX AL DEMIIEHRT 5. TV I —TIENDR
D HDAEFIZDO VT “Som wikke aspect or disposicioun/Of Saturne” (1.
1087-88) OE W72 Lk, 7 ¥ —7 % F72 “I moot been in prisoun
thurgh Saturne” (1. 1328) & HADAEDIENZ 5§ 5. HEEICE
WTHERWE, WAZEDPY byl X 2HY) B TERETTH L,
KnT CRHNFELL\|ARELE>TWT, XU, H bl X A0S
BOWTWEPERLTWSEZ &Il h b, HIEINNTEVET VY =T IR
WCRE L7235 CTh 0, BHEGPEERINGTHY, 7V — T O3RED
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FENLHTOH o7, L L, TEMIERSY PO VX AZIFICE 5 TXE
BENTVRDEDITTIE RV, FOPICHBESEIEZR SN EI2E), i
DREHHE 2 ) BEVEASIN TV S,

R & 2L, KnT %3 UK, 7—€7 22X 722A, <
—IVA, TAT—FTOFEEAFMOBERIIL > T, L YBIWICERSH
5T 8l %b, I ETEEARLDLERAITHES TH Y 2481, KT
&, 0 22T A I X AR IR o NS, RICBEITST
V=T ORFFIET— VAL o TH2H SN, HFHEL V) BT Ln
FE Y = X ADRIEE Z 72 by VR AL > THMENZ B DT
Holze TOREREZIFT, 7 —+ 7 AL First Mover & LTHL—EF
)V (“The firste Moevere of the cause above” 1. 2987, “Jupiter, the kyng,/
That is prince and cause of alle thyng” 1. 3035-6) (ZIFFUST 5 {3 % 17
Do

C O KnT 2B 2 PEmIEHR I T, Ann W. Astell &, Z DFFIC
BWTHEENSHMIE “to ‘make vertu of necessitee’ ™ &\ T L 721F 72,
LBARTWSY, Wedel 29533 2 L 912, HEFEELBIC, Fa—¥

—IFAMOAREELEHAT LI LICLoTHF ) A MO L T
BV ERRTEVILERE L 5TV ARV, L2 L, Fa—¥—nk)
L OEFEYHEL TWERTH UL, BHHREETICHET 2 YO MR
S ZWIRTIRAEW F 3 —H =122 O TRES AR OIS 2

LB BRI 720s, T A MT LA (Aristotle) OFHIB, HRS:
RMFELRGSEL LTOFEmE T o EHL TV bIFTIER V. H
R PO T N AR EZWFEOHR THEILL T 2 LIEHTRETH S,

2. 1Rk &y

COfEMIZB W TIRIR SN Bk O — 22 ar & R ICE T 2
B bo THEMOBRTATICHRA TEZ/NTELR, D2WILTHZES
To TOBBMOYMZHESL L&, BHLTIE, NIEVHRRZRELL
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i, TOHZEALZHBICOWTIHL2II L, £LT, [HA]
“aventure” 2 [##Ay] “destiny” DWFTNAHFINT/NT E L ITEL B
27207, L F 9 —— “Were it by aventure or destynee — /As, whan a

thyng is shapen, it shal be — /That soone after the midnight Palamoun,/By
helping of a freend, brak his prisoun/And fleeth the citee faste as he may
go.” (I. 1465-1469) . “As, whan a thyng is shapen, it shal be” &9 DI,
POERmITad 5%, FRIZEE LFE TER] & [Edar] &2 HkFOFN

ZARTBE L LT VRICIEE L TV b,

T7YUAMTFLVAWE TAKG] (Physics) 1I2BWT, Rl 2 BREZ
OMBEE LT U72d", Z2o#mdsitlc KX BB o7, AT
74 7 A (Boethius) & [#H#DED] The Consolation of Philosophy \Z

BT, MOBEEZHTLEICCOMEZIY LF, TYAMTLADK
WmEGIAL, BERLAPo2ZERMMMorDORRICE > TREESZ Z &3
BRTHL, L THROGEEZRDOTWD . 7Y AT LAERET
HBAATLADEFEHET T 4+ F (Avicenna, 980-1037) L 77 =1
I A (Averroes, 1126-98) & F72, HAEFOLRICB W THEAR L W)
I % gesim & OBIRICB VT LT, [AR] ZREE Sha 0,
ZNHEROREREICH G b 72 53R 2 7D, PoEimlIx3 5 BGE
LR 0THEY. 0F ), MMIHMEEL FE JuERtwT
L EIEELMETH 70 T4 Yy FIZEUE, B ERTOHKRS
BREIZE S TR EINDEDDTHY, HARLEDLDILZ b Db FRINT:
DT, ANHOBEEL VW2 EDMEMmEHRNL Z LiFHkE v, L5 T,
T4 kY FoFHIGEMWLY, RERNT, BROFET LI %,

L, b~A - 7245 X (Thomas Aquinas) (XKD 4xHh % 72
W, BROTRT BIVSERMIIHRICBIT 2 A8 2ATH L L LY,

Fa—H—1F bR TIAFALFARKICBROGEHEZBDD Z &
T, FRERDVSGZ XL 0D EEZONL, FRL72LH 1T, 85
EVETNY—=TOHRTOHREVIE, TRENPBEVICENETICLT
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Kotz BROHEFEL L TP TV, THUCL->T, Z A0kt
OWFEIIFREFOERZIWY AA TS, LA ILOH CHE—FIZHEE
ETHILICho7z0b, BRI INRREs7-ord Lzw
“Were it by aventure, or sort, or cas,/ The soothe is this: the cut fil to the
Knyght---" (“The General Prologue” I. 844-45), k&9 5 —<37
T NFil] IZBWTRE SN, KnT 22BN TV,

MEdr] & k] L oxiE TRADGE] “The Merchant Tale” 129
ALN, £ZTIE, 78] KRS 20BERNH L L) EZTH, &
DIHMERTETREN TV S,

Were it by destynee or by aventure,

Were it by influence or by nature,

Or constellacion, that in swich estaat

The hevene stood that tyme fortunaat

Was for to putte a bille of Venus werkes—

For alle thyng hath tyme, as seyn thise clerkes—

To any woman for to gete hire love,

I kan nat seye; but grete God above,

That knoweth that noon act is causelees,

He deme of al, for I wole holde my pees.  (IV. 1967-1976)

JHIHOFHEIZK L DL, LR Thb, TORICIT [RIKDKEED
RLHAKT), BT % EDUEK (causes) & LTHUIFHM, Wby HARBIAS
R ZIETERENTWE, AMREWICNEL, Thzd@rd e LT
DOHRIZEZD D% (“by nature”), FHE W) HARPLOREIZLS D
D%, WTIZLTO ABIZEROTNIZ L > TH P I TS, 20 L)
WZEZ B EE, MHXIIERICH DS 2 W72 IHROGFENLETH 5,
ZD7D, MBHoW5H LR SN D L) JeE iR % B 5 Hi



(Bt | B2 HA L R 7
2, G LR BAOTREZRIZL TV 5,

FTTICRZ2EH I, HRFICHLGRT s L SHEERMEE LTHE
HEOMELH 5. KnT OFELFIE "Homo sapiens dominatur astris” &
WO BERGIHT LI L3 o708, UTOIHTIE, EOBESES
DIZAM D “appetites” DFHFTH B, L) I EEIEMHLTENITAL
TWwho LT, AMBRZIH - T 55, BEDADOHGIZONWT
BREFICESTHREND E V) 2L, ZOHRITEI 2 BAHIZ L -
TRENDLT LR D,

The destine, minister general,

That executeth in the world over al

The purveiaunce that God hath seyn biforn,

So strong it is that, though the world had sworn
The contrarie of a thyng by ye or nay,

Yet somtyme it shal fallen on a day

That falleth nat eft withinne a thousand yeer.
For certainly, oure appetites heer,

Be it of were, or pees, or hate, or love

Al is this reuled by the sighte above. (1. 1663-72)

BREMEHE LTI NE T — 7 2D EHONZHRNL I EIETE L
Vo 2L, DS, W& L, DI E, MBS THWTW S H
5Thb, [74%] CRIOBGMIIMAOHRFEL LTHirhTnb
M, Fa—HY—idLove & War L\ ZOFEOHLT = EZHED—D
ELTHZ, TNCHTEEMONORESEZEWAL TS, ZDODME
WO — IR E LT, izl LT ZLICE -, iy
LBRE VW) T PEASINT VS,



3. HERE AN

REFREZENIZ L THRESNIH FROEZY), ZoOWHENHR (B
BRI ~OIRS PRI BT B RRZEORRE LTh72" s F
g — ¥ — B ERROFFEADOT TS HIRFHENDOBLAM <, SUEDSt D5
BC [7 A2 a5 —Gi] A Treatise on the Astrolabe @ X 9 72 BHAHAT 12
MbbELTTEHEL TS, RFAMHRNDOF RLATSTFHIINEm DI b
RE3Ns, LaLl, Fa3a—%—OAEMIZBT 5 BANORB.OGIE, WE
M SO S IAHTES 22T 5Tl Y, LORBRIARTED
PRI SN TV, ZOEKRTIE, MO BRICHT 2R84z
HLDTIE o7,

TTIRABNZ LI, KnT 3HReHAICRET 2. COMHDO DI,
COEMDT =< D=2 THLHREZHELIDIZAEIDLVEIITHo 72
PORLEZOND, T—Y T RART VY —T DML & 2Tl ) ik
= 72#K, “Ther as he hadde his amorouse desires,/ His compleynte, and for
love his hoote fires:--" (1. 2861-62) & L CHAE OB L g L7z,
LT, HADMEMIZIZL K ORA 2T HEDNDH 728 L TARL DA
21 AP - CTHIF B b (“ook, firre, birch, aspe, alder, holm, popler
-whippeltree” 1. 2921-3), €D HIIZER B b IEAD VTV
(“--- the beestes and the brides alle/ Fledden for fere, whan the wode was
falle.” 1. 1929-30), HARNME S N7-1%I121F, WEIEHLVWRBIZES S
NTEL, ZOX) RBRWERTOHKRORFIZERTAHZ LT, &
IR, B Lo 22 ERO NSO Ao —E L LT
EOF 5N TWwhb, “nature hath nat taken his bigynnyng/ Of no partie
or cantel of a thyng,/ But of a thyng that parfit is and stable,/ Descendynge
so til it be corrumpable.” (I. 3007-10) & @< 7 —+t ¥ A1, “Loo the
ook, that hath so long a norisshynge/ From tyme that it first bigynneth to

sprynge,/ And hath so long a lif, as we may see,/ Yet at the laste wasted is
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the tree.” (1. 3017-20) &, EELFERLBIARY 2 P55 ZDRMIC
H5D “ook” EPNIHEITFzo HRISBITBHREEMOMTIL, T—ET 2D
HHDORME LD Z LA TE D,

W EoEYO—FE LTOAME W) F#kIZ, AMEMEoOBY L DR
V) MERRRRIC D %035, T EVIZNDRDO G ORFEIIONT, JE
DKW R TWA I L DOAEZFRR S L &, “What governance is
in this prescience,/ That giltelees tormenteth innocence?” (1. 1313-14) &
BER 2 3T T, 3518, oYL L TAMPAF 2 TH S
Z L %9 A5 —— "And yet encresseth this al my penaunce,/That man

is bounden to this observaunce,/For Goddes sake, to letten of his wille,/
Ther as a beest may al his lust fulfille./ And whan a beest is deed he hath
no peyne;/ But man after his deeth moot wepe and pleyne,/ Though in this
world he have care and wo.” (L. 1315-21). #i/&, Z DEERIIHT L% %
A FEICRRAONS, Fa—H =132 L) LW FENREICEZ L IT
CEWEBV TVY =T ORRAMPTEESKICOVTHRE- 2L & D, G
Y F1 “His spirit changed hous and went ther,/ As I cam nevere, I kan nat
tellen wher./ Therfore I stynte; I nam no divinistre.” (I. 2809-11) & kX,
HAPMFERE TR VI EEMMT 5, MO A VADESAD “the eighthe
spere” (TC,V.1809) Il »722 %2 &HEFA [FufvrE sz ) A 7]
DFEYFLIIRLRY, KnTOGHE L FEIEETH L, Fa—H—3dZDk
DT FMMEZ BN L2 &2, HORKRBRZNWIER LD TEN W
Fo TMEOHEMIE-STLE)e LAL, ZOZ LT LhbEHFZEAD
B LDOESZRTHDTIE R,

HEZANOZTEDFZ W [FaA VAL 7 ) 2L 7] OFETIIBW
T, J 3 —¥%—1& “O moral Gower, this book I directe/ To the and to the,
philosophical Strode,/ To vouchen sauf, ther nede is, to correcte,/ Of youre
benignites and zeles goode.” (TC, V. 1856-59) & 7 3 —H— & AR
B G LTzl Bbnd ZACIFO 2T Tnbd, A ba—71% 14 it
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FLEENZ B 2 RLFMEDOPLEH S Tnict v 7 A7 + — FR¥R
— N UHEED T 2O —THh o7, John H. Fisher 1Z, F 3 —H =D
a2 T, KLFEWMBREBONDL L) ICho7207Z LML TWEY,
LL, Fa—H—@3R¥EEe LTTidal [E%ME] 2 Mo—7I1E
MEBTFTWS, 2%, [haf vz r ) A7) LTI,
Wik C £ F a— Y —DHLTho720 LT, TN, KnTOED
FETH 5o

4.

KnTIZBWTHi2N M E P o VX ZOERTICH 5, fEHR
A7 b AGOBEEEZWMICEE ) LT, KR T bz
WICATFEZTV RS S, REOEENEZEL, ThB) &35, L
ML, EmICE o TUREINDDIRIPERTIE R L, RO KL 72
FRERTH Do Fa—VF—FREKOEETLZHMEZRT 2L, HHEER
LA E DRRIZOWTHRIBL TS, T—t 7 AAWEMORFZIZE W
TIHORT 200 AKRE, FHEREXRT250E LTHOI—EFT LT
HHEHIZ, KnTOF—<IZHRTH D, 7— 7 ZADHHAFFZ2IZ R
CABVOIE, TEMICBWTHRKRIERO—H L L TOBY), ZOEEMHR
FIZH B ALV MEDTRH 200 TH b, [1 2 5X) =Pkl ©
YD TH S KnT &, HIX, FHBl, MoEM L, EWENT —
REYATHEEZHSTWE, TOX ) RERMMEIL, Fa—HY—¢&
ZOHHEDEE - B OEAETAHETH - 7,

x

D Fa—H—fEmd 5 D54 T The Riverside Chaucer, ed. Larry D.
Benson (Houghton Mifflin Company, 1987) 1Z#L%,

2)  The Book of Theseus: Teseida delle Nozze d ’Emilia by Giovanni Boccaccio,

Tr. Bernadette Marie McCoy (New York: Medieval Text Association, 1974),

V. 9-36.
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98) “Nature before the friars” £,

The Importance of Chaucer (Southern Illinois University Press, 1992), p.
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Synopsis

Nature and Chance in “The Knight’s Tale”

Junko Asakawa

Chaucer believed, as Dante did, that God’s will was shown through
Nature. In “The Knight’s Tale” he dramatizes astral influences on human
beings. It is Phoebus that leads Emelye to the garden to “walketh up and
doun”(I. 1052), which starts the story of love and war. Phoebus also guides
Arcite to the forest where he meets Palamon and fights with him. The char-
acters in “The Knight’s Tale” rarely express their own will. Instead, they
are conscious and accept that the seven planets control their fate: Arcite
attributes his captivity to Saturnus. Astrological determinism implied in
“The Knight’s Tale”, however, is limited by the existence of chance: In
Chaucer’s tale the fatal reunion of Arcite and Palamon was realized by
chance. Chance is a topic discussed in relation to nature and determinism.

For Aristotle, chance is an event which is not intended by any nature.
Avicenna, an interpreter of Aristotelian philosophy, believed that there was
no room for chance and the free will of man in the physical world. On the
other hand, Thomas Aquinas regarded the indeterminism of chance as a
spice of nature. Chaucer apparently follows Thomas to suggest a possibility
for earthly beings to escape all-embracing determinism and partly break

natural causality. Most events of “The Knight’s Tale” happen in the grove
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which birds and animals inhabit surrounded by various trees. Chaucer
gives detailed description of earthly life in order to define human beings
as a part of it. Palamon complains that while animals can fulfill their lusts
human beings must abstain from them and have pain even beyond the
grave. The narrator confesses he does not know where the spirit of Arcite
will go. These philosophical problems are raised and left to be considered

by Chaucer’s audience.



