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The dissertation of Milica Muminovi¢, an Engineer of Architecture (B. Arch) and Graduate Engineer of
Architecture (M. Arch), entitled “Advanced Assemblage Analysis of Built Environment and Persistence of the
Identity of Place in Yanesen”(#R T 1T DR R OGO T A 707 4 7 4 OFHetEICBE T 25k
)T ' 7V P43HT) consists of 7 chapters, which systematically presents theoretical aspects of the
assemblage theory and elaborates its application in practice of urban and architectural analysis.

The thesis proposes a set of analytical methods which enable revalorization of the intangible qualities of built
environment (e.g. relations between physical elements of urban environment) and enhance an awareness about the
seemingly paradoxical, positive contribution of changes to sustaining of the identity of place. The methodology
was developed by combining the key concepts of assemblage theory related to the identity and built environment,
with place theory and urban morphology discourse. The proposed methodology was tested at the case of Yanesen,
the precinct of Tokyo well known exactly for those qualities where the advancement was sought - the persistence
of the identity of place within perpetual changes of the built components.

Chapter 1 introduces research questions, highlights the gaps in knowledge, reasons for choosing the case study
approach, and limitations of the present research project. Chapter 2 presents theoretical background of the thesis.
It explores definitions of identity and place from the positions of place theory and assemblage theory.

Chapter 3 establishes the link between theory and analytical tools. The chapter develops an assemblage
methodology, which derives its core concepts from broader assemblage theory and key characteristics of the case
study, the Tokyo precinct of Nezu-Yanaka-Sendagi, or Yanesen. It explains all methods assembled and tools
which were used to asses and measure various aspects of the built environment and the identity of place.

Chapter 4 presents the application of analytical tools, described in the previous chapter, on a concrete case of
Yanesen. It defines the framework of the analysis, by investigating and presenting main characteristics of the
identity of place in that precinct. The focus is at the aspects directly linked with built environment and at
definition of scales and boundaries of the study. It also presents the results of the analysis of the largest scale of
local built environment, that of Yanesen as a whole. The results show that the dominant elements tend to be of
small size, with a demonstrable tendency towards clustering in space, thus creating the zones of intensity of
smallness.

Chapter 5 presents the results of the analysis of the built environment at the finer scale of Nezu-Sendagi. The
chapter is divided in two parts: first part focuses on the dynamics of change of built environment over time, while
the second part presents the analysis of elements which evoke that particular identity, soundly based on the past.
The results show that expressive quality of smallness comes from distinct relationships between the elements of
built environment, and that it was changing over time. That provides evidence that there is no single stable state in
built environment.

Chapter 6 presents the analysis conducted at the smallest of scales, focusing on physical realities of public-private
interface in Nezu. The results show tendency towards clustering of various characteristics of publicness and
privateness along the streets in Nezu.

Finally, chapter 7 presents the conclusions and key contributions to knowledge. This chapter is divided in two
parts: presenting the conclusions, by focusing at dynamics of the change of the built environment and persistence
of the identity of place in Yanesen, and discussing the contributions of this work to assemblage theory, and its
capacity to refine morphological studies related to conservation and place theory and practice.

The results of application of assemblage methodology in the analysis of a specific place has identified four
mechanisms under which the built components of place change, while an overall identity of place persists. The
thesis has demonstrated that application of an advanced and perpetually contextualised assemblage theory is of
critical importance in engineering from academic standpoint for deeper understanding of persistence of the
identity of place, through comprehension of its complexity and dynamics. Thus, the author of this thesis is
qualified to receive this PhD degree in engineering.
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