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hourshours, 

6

I made the Beast’s Castle (left) and a Fort 
(right) with my kids. Much as I had foreseen, 
this project involved the kids bringing the 
ideas to the table and dad rolling up his 
sleeves and getting down to the business of 
fixing things up. The design of both castles 
is completely original. This is my delighted 
daughter. My son took the picture. 

The picture of a job well done

On the third floor is Belle’s 
room. Left: Share your 
concerns with the Master and 
access the canteen on the 
second floor. On the first floor 
is a living room equipped with 
fireplace and sofa, as well as a 
garden. I tried a part from the 
Lego rescue helicopter on the 
roof only to find that it was 
the perfect match.

From the top of 
the Beast’s Castle

This was made in such a way as you can open 
it up to play. All rooms are connected by stairs 
and passageways. The flying trapeze attached 
to Belle’s room was my daughter’s idea.

Opening up the Beast’s Castle 

We located the entrance at 
the corner of the building. I 
think this contributed to its 
eerie atmosphere. Keep an 
eye out for the small room 
with the red roof on the top 
floor. The sloping roof on the 
near side is part of our efforts 
to create an atmosphere 
redolent of a medieval church.

This can also be opened up to play with. The third floor of the 
tower on the nearside right is a jail. Stairs and passageways on 
all but the uppermost floor are connected. The room with the 
sloping roof is an assembly room rather than a church. 

Opening up the Fort

Naoki Yamamoto's
OFF hours

Front view 
of the Fort


