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The Bannai Family 
and
Bannai Lab
When spending time with my lab’s 
postdocs and students, as well as my 
own family, I always try to create an 
environment so that everyone, including 
myself, can continue to enrich ourselves.

My wife is a researcher special-
izing in neuroscience. We first 
met when we were freshmen in 
undergraduate, and I fell in love 
at first sight. We got married 
immediately before entering 
graduate school. Since then, 
we’ve advanced our research 
career side by side.

Side by side in a 
career in research

Weekends with my daughter

I enjoy my weekends spending time with 
my 2-year-old daughter. Seeing her growing 
rapidly day by day gives me thoughts about 
educating students as well as developing 
myself. 

Although we study in different fields, my 
wife and I have common problems which we 
face as researchers. In this respect, my wife 
is my best adviser. I’m hoping eventually my 
daughter could also join our  conversation.

My family,
my advisers

Seminar scene

This is a scene from our lab’s 
undergraduate seminar. Each 
student is assigned to read a 
particular section of a text book 
on mathematics and then explains 
the content during the seminar. At 
our lab, we capture the seminar 
on video so that students can 
review it afterwards.

The mascot of our lab is the “ordinary 
hamster.” It was originally an illustration 
by my wife, but we eventually made a 
stuffed doll.

Hamster – 
our lab’s mascot

In our lab, we hold a workshop 
every year.  Members of our 
lab including new students 
and postdocs participate and 
lecture about the latest results 
of their studies. 

Lab’s workshop


