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Days in the Life of Kiyotake Suenaga

Weekday November 25,2011 (Friday)

Class work (“Chemistry of biologically active

molecules” for juniors). The theme of today’s

Lunch (box lunch)

Holiday November 27,2011 (Sunday)

enjoyed “Untitled Concert” from 9:00.
10:00 ~

subscription concert.

Took late lunch on the way to the NHK Hall.

| encourage attending concert .ooo--..ooccccoo.ooooooo-

My hobby is listening to classical music. | took up this hobby soon after | became a
university student, which means this pursuit has continued longer than my research
career. | attend concerts about 30 times a year, including concerts by the Tokyo Symphony
Orchestra of which | am a subscriber, as well as those of the other Tokyo-based orchestras
and chamber music performances. In Tokyo and Kanagawa, there are as many as nine
professional orchestras. In addition, foreign artists and orchestras continually tour Japan.
There are many concert halls offering superb acoustics. Tokyo/Kanagawa may be one of
the world’s best music locales. Won't you become a concert-goer?

Concerts | recently enjoyed

® Tokyo Symphony Orchestra conducted by Lorin Maazel
(at Showa University of Music)
Beethoven and Mahler: Symphony No. 1 (Nov. 12) .
This concert attracted attention as it featured the world-famous master as a guest My faVO ri tes fO r 201 1
conductor. Highlighting the latter half of the concert was Mahler’s symphony,
during which the conductor imparted uniquely individualistic expressions. The
eight horns arranged in a line side by side were visually entertaining as well.
Tokyo Symphony Orchestra conducted by Hubert Soudant
(at Suntory Hall)
Schonberg: Expectation / Fauré: Requiem (Nov. 19)
Fauré’s music for the latter half of the concert pleased me with clear and serene
resonance; the string music and female chorus were especially impressive. My favorite composers
The soprano’s (Maki Mori) transparent voice was wonderful, coupled with the
effective stage direction of letting her sing in an elevated section of the hall Schumann and Sibelius are my best favorites. | also like Beethoven,
seats — her voice was nothing less than angelic. | was impressed by the program Schubert, Brahms and other composers of the Romantic school, Franck
composition: the performance for first half of the concert was characterized by and his disciples, Fauré, North European and Russian composers,
uneasy and tense emotions, which were compensated for by the healing music in Bartok, Akira Ifukube (famous for the screen theme music “Godzilla”),
the latter half. and Piazzolla.

The performance | liked best was Tokyo Symphony Orchestra’s concert
(conducted by Krzysztof Urbanski): Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 10
and others (Jun. 12). The second best was the same orchestra’s concert
(conducted by Jonathan Nott): Ravel’s Daphnis and Chloe (full-length
performance) and others (Oct. 7).




