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Title

Identification of Psychological Factors that Affect Motivation of Chinese Students to Interact with
Japanese Students

Abstract

Currently, while the goals of the Japanese government's "300,000 International Students Plan"
have been achieved, supporting activities for international students has not yet caught up. The
formation of interpersonal relationships with students in the host country is an important factor in
the international student problem, and although factors affecting the exchange between international
students and Japanese students have been studied from previous studies, international students'
interactions with Japanese students have been studied. However, No study focused on international
students' motivation for interaction with Japanese students.

Therefore, in this study, we identified the factors related to the motivation of Chinese students to
interact with Japanese students, and made proposals for them. The reason for limiting to Chinese
international students is that it is necessary to limit the target population because interpersonal
relationships change depending on cultural values and needs, and among foreign students living in
Japan as of May 1, 2017, Limited to 40% of Chinese students.

In the beginning, we conducted two preliminary studies to obtain a hypothesis for the proposal.
First, we conducted an experiment on the contact hypothesis taken up in the educational approach
to support international students, and second, another experiment on Japanese language education.

Interviews were conducted with five Chinese students (two graduate students and three
undergraduate students) in a semi-structured format to identify factors affecting the motivation of
Chinese students to interact with Japanese students. We analyze the verbatim record data obtained
from the interview by open coding and identify the factors. The validity of the results of open coding
was ensured by one expert on qualitative research and one Chinese student.

As a result, we were identified Five factors."international students are not confident in Japanese",
"Japanese are not interested in international students", "there are few contact scenes between
international students and Japanese students", "differences in interpretation of ambiguous
expressions", "Enriching the country's community within the university”.

Focused on the "differences in interpretation of ambiguous expressions" from among the
identified factors, the author proposed a workshop. It was focused mainly on interpreting skills, a
cross-cultural ability of Byram (1997), because it aims to change the interpretation of participants'
ambiguous expressions. The design was made with reference to "Comparing them to own culture"
necessary for interpretation between cultures. The evaluation of the proposal was made by
comparing the results of the questionnaire before and after the participants, and conducting
interviews. The Japanese and Chinese versions of a video show the same scene. Despite recognizing
that it was the same scene, participants were aware of the differences between Japanese and Chinese
in terms of the ambiguous expression, thinking clearly about the differences between Japanese and
Chinese.

It was confirmed that it is effective to make Chinese students in Japan aware of the differences
in ambiguous expressions which come from high-context cultural background of both countries.

Key Word(5 words)
Chinese Students, Motivation, Interact with Japanese Students, Psychological Factors
Culture Comparison
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HY, ZOREZE V- HIT, Horwitz et al.(1986)» FLCAS (Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety
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oADK TRATE LA R &, B
FTHALNTT

SEDEMDEZDNDNLRNEE, DYV F
j‘

HAGEDHREDONENEE L < ThhbRN &
&, AL ET

FTAEPRATAARFELZET & ALY ET

OFAER, O BARGEEZ TFZ L EbRnn
DELTY

HAFBZELR AL &, EZLLLRRD
2MDEL T

HEZOFNIZHT, BRFEOR—LT LA 2T D
X, BIELET

HE T, RITIXBARFEOFZEHEI NI NDTIEA
I, EDEICZR Y 9

AlEEIEREN-LE, BRELET
HARGEZZET & &, oA ITEDILZZ WD
RQER

HET, AREEZFSTT A Ay a w2 T
HEx, BEELET

FEBFD BAFEZDNL RN E X
HEY ET

T—TRET A D HARFEDOIIZOWVNT W72
WE X, REIZRDET

HARNEDEEET, MoTN5
AAZENENHER2NE X, HEY £

HANDRAGENDONPLR< T, E9RISLT
FWDONERNEE RLEIZRY ET

ALY AAFED S TVEEENRZITITND &
BHEVWTHARELZFEEEA

BEONTRE LT X,
HAFETH ELFEE L0 E I LETT

FAMZIT HAFEDORFERE I D720 DTEA D I,
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A, BOOBEAREEZRINEICEHZTVWET
727w, B O HAGEICHE L TWET

HARNEGET L&, o HOIZ
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LE L&, B HRBIIARYITEITL - 720
LHEWET
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BEMNC, BAEEDERHEEIEABSH Y 9
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RNZENTEIND,

ZDT A BIOREIZLOARIFEO X Ge% A AGEN TEXDHEEAITED, 5 4 FITTHAGEN TEXHH
LHEITRGERD A A 22— EFTHZE CTREEMNR RN AL L2 B S5,
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