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SUMMARY OF MASTER’S DISSERTATION

Student
Identification 81033163 Name Kiyoto KISO

Number

Title

A Study on Mitigating Resignation Against Politics for People Having High Political Literacy

Abstract:

In the comparison with other countries, the degree of political interest of Japanese ordinary
people is quite low, and this tendency had been pointed out for years.

Declining of voter turnout has been braked recently, but still the rate of political interest and
awareness 1s lower than global average. Moreover, the attitude against politics of their country is
able to be described as “resignation” and there is nothing to do to change their politics and
politicians. This is a common self-recognition of Japanese people for their politics.

There are several possible factors which caused this social problem in Japan. Imperfection of
voting system is one of the possible causes of political resignation. A cultural characteristic of
Japanese people is not also able to overlook, because there had been a theory that Japanese social
atmosphere was not likely to actively speak up about political issues in public. In addition, the
uniqueness of Japanese media communication system can be the possible answer for this big social
problem. Especially on information flow about political issues.

In this paper, I had researched in details about each possible choice, and specified the key
bottle neck of political resignation in Japan as “the problem of Japanese unique media
communication system™. I also had set the goal of this study to figure out the solution of mitigation
of this problem.

Mitigating whole Japanese people’s resignation on politics in this single study is unrealistic,
and that is why I chose to focus of this paper only on mitigating among people who have high
political literacy. In more details, this paper suggested that sharing political contents through social
media is quite effective on mitigating political resignation in those people. I chose to use “niconico
video™ for sharing contents and revealed effectiveness of its unique user interface on this problem

via questionnaire survey.

Key Word(5 words)

Resignation Against Politics, Political Literacy, Social Media, Video Sharing, Media
Communication System
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