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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2020

Characteristics of Rural Migration Entrepreneurs and

Appropriate Migration and Entrepreneurial Support

— Proposal for Supporting Migrant Entrepreneurs by Providing
Basic Income —

Category: Social Science

Summary

The theory of "regional extinction” has been advocated by Hiroya Masuda, and
alarm bells have been sounding about Japan’s declining population and the sur-
vival of local governments. In order to make Japan sustainable, a ”decentralized”
society is desirable, and it is necessary to shift to a decentralized social system
where people, goods, and money circulate. We believe that the people who will
accelerate this decentralized social system are those who choose to live in the
countryside, greedily explore themselves, and create jobs in the process. In this
research, we will show what kind of measures, based on the basic income project,
are desirable for such people who currently live in Tokyo but are expected to
potentially move to rural areas and start their own businesses. In order to do
so, we will first conduct interviews with people who have migrated to rural areas
and started their own businesses in rural areas, as well as summarize previous re-
search to identify the personal characteristics and preferences for support common
to people who take such actions. Then, we will compare and contrast the cur-
rent support measures and propose a more effective policy model for supporting

migration to rural areas and entrepreneurship.
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