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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2020

Support System for Appreciation of Art

Category: Design

Summary

In many art museums, there are number of tools are provided to help the visi-
tors to understand the art works, such as short descriptions and audio guidance
equipment. However, these tools may disturb the visitors in some cases. It was
observed that some visitors pay more attention on the tools than the art works
themselves.

In general, the information on art is obtainable only the people seeks it actively.
This yields that general people who may not have contact to art do not reduce
the resistance to enjoy art works.

In order to make people familiar to art, it is assumed that facing art works
in daily basis may be effective. An experiment was conducted by using daily
calendars. In the calendar, an art work with its tile, name of its artist, and date
of the day is printed out in a postcard size paper. By stacking 15 pages, the
participants can enjoy a set of art in 15 days. The art works used are all in public
domain, and chosen from various eras and genres. The result of the experiment
showed that experienced participants found more “interesting points” compared
with novice participants.

In this research, it is assumed that a guidance to encourage novice people to find
“interesting points” may help them to feel familiar with the art works. Another
daily calendar with guidance to “interesting points” is proposed to see if a novice

participant can enjoy the art works on the calendar. The guide does not include
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Abstract

explanation of the artist, nor any background story behind the art, but include
suggestions to allow the novice participant to some of the “interesting points”.
It is considered the proposed method may offer experience that the novice

participants can enjoy the art works introduced and art in general.

Keywords:

art, appreciation support, interesting points, daily calendar
Keio University Graduate School of Media Design

Mayu Otaka
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