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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2018

A Development Program That Supports Young

Entrepreneurs in Rural Areas.

Category: Action Research

Summary

In this study, I conducted action research with the objective of nurturing young
entrepreneurs in depopulated areas. The population has been aging, and the
birthrate has been declining in recent years. In particular, the population decline
has been accelerating in depopulated areas. Although roughly 40% of people
who live in the Tokyo metropolitan area are considering or desire a move to the
countryside, this has not led to a correction of the issue of Tokyo centralization.
The most significant concern is whether or not there are career opportunities in
these regions, and in many cases, people are unable to move because of uncer-
tainty about work. Therefore, I would like to conduct an experiment using the
”Enterprise Basic Income” project (hereinafter project), which provides minimal
livelihood security for 1 year under the condition of starting up a new business,
in order to promote the migration of youth into depopulated areas and nurture
them as entrepreneurs. Although there are public and private frameworks that
support entrepreneurship, there are hardly any forms of consistent support from
the stage of recruiting people who would like to move all the way through to
nurturing entrepreneurs, resulting in the current state of relying on this to occur
organically.

For this study, I developed this project, selected participants, formed a commu-

nity of potential entrepreneurs and team members who support entrepreneurship,
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Abstract

who are the participants of this project, in Otoineppu, which is the village with
the lowest population in Hokkaido, and conducted action research over roughly 1

year on the process of starting a business.

Keywords:

Entrepreneurship, Entrepreneurial Support, Basic Income, Hokkaido, Regional

Revitalization
Keio University Graduate School of Media Design

Hiroaki T'sukagoshi
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