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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2018

Proposal of Financial Education for Middle School Students
~ Workshop Design to Experience Origination and

Development of Money ~

Category: Design

Summary

Financial knowledge is very important to people. To acquire some knowledge
about finance is very important to keep good financial condition in one’s life.
However, in China ’ s middle schools, the financial education is not being done
and students are unlikely to have a strong will to study financial knowledge. So,
the author thought it " s very necessary to create a financial education content for
the middle school students in China to study finance more pleasantly. Which also
could improve the awareness of middle school students to finance.

Finance is a term for matters regarding the management, creation, and study
of money. There are several Financial education contents for the middle school
students, which provided by the Financial Services Agency of Japan are explained
first from the history and development of money. In addition, Mr. Akira Tkegami
’s book "The story of Money from 14 years old”, which been very popular, also
states the origins of money from barter trade. From this, the author thought
that middle school students study the origin of money is the first step in studying
for finance. Furthermore, due to technical development in recent years, virtual
currency represented by bit coin etc. is now being used equally as general currency

in some places, is becoming the future currency.
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Based on these backgrounds, in this research, the author designed a workshop
for China ’ s middle school students to experience the origins of currency merrily,
also for middle school students to have a vision for virtual currency.

In this workshop, the flow of the origin of currency is divided into 3 stages which
are: 1) The barter trade era, 2) The universal equivalent era, 3) The currency
era. Middle school students make transactions in each age, Experience economic
activities through a card game, by role play. In addition, virtual currency is
the 4th step of this workshop, let the middle school students discuss the basic
knowledge about the virtual currency and prospect for the future. This workshop
is aiming to become the first step in middle school student’s finance studying.
Offers them not only the foundation of finance, but also improve their awareness
to finance.

The® Origin and Development of Currency Workshop” which designed by this
research, been experienced by 24 middle school students from Hanzhong City,
Shaanxi Province of China. As a result, this workshop was able to improve their

awareness of finance.

Keywords:

Finance, Secondary Education, Game, Design, Workshop
Graduate School of Media Design, Keio University

TianYe Zhou
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