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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2018

A Design for Green Tea Service to Utilize Tea Brewing

Time as a Meaningful Experience in Everyday Life

Category: Design

Summary

Targeted at people in today * s modern world who tend to find the experience
of brewing green tea unusual and cumbersome, due to various factors such as
changes in lifestyle and industry, this thesis provides a design for a new green tea
product service, intending to make them feel that the time required for brewing
green tea can be utilized as a meaningful time in their everyday lives.

To the people of modern society, beverages such as green tea and coffee are
more than just beverages in that they are value-offering beings. Among them,
green tea is considered the most familiar beverage in Japan, possessing various
values for the context ranging from everyday life to special occasions.

However, people today have a notion with respect to leaf green tea, which has
the longest history and profound cultural values, that it is inconvenient and dif-
ficult. This notion, along with the vitalization of convenient green tea beverages
in PET bottles or tea-bag products, leads to the decrease in leaf green tea pro-
duction and consumption, as well as the decline of local industries and societies
founded upon it, ultimately making leaf green tea rather an unfamiliar thing.

With this background in mind, after reviewing related studies on the matter of
various circumstances of green tea in Japan and completing fieldwork on the actual
green tea companies or services, this thesis designs a new green tea product service

in the form of an ios application that allows its users to record their daily lives in
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a journal, which is essential in transforming their ordinary lives into meaningful
ones, while at the same time providing green tea and a timer required to keep
track of brewing time. Based on this method, and by developing the service in
collaboration with a tea village in Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan ~ s best green tea
producer, as well as running a series of performance tests using the actual service
consumers, this thesis proves the possibility that green tea brewing time can be a

meaningful experience of our everyday life.

Keywords:

Green Tea, Service, Design, Diary, Tea Utensils, Local industry
Graduate School of Media Design, Keio University

Jihyun Kim
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