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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2017

Research on Collaboration Between Creators and Players in

Kigurumi

Category: Action Research

Summary

In recent years, increasing number of individuals enjoy ”Kigurumi”, to pretend to
be an animation and movie characters. " Kumamon” is the most popular target of
"Kigurumi”. However, this thesis focuses on “Animegao Kigurumi”, based on an
Anime characters and aimed at concealing the personality of player. “ Animegao
Kigurumi” can transform players into other personality more easily compared to
simple “ Cosplay ” and “makeup” . However, there are some issues surrounding
” Animegao Kigurumi”. One of the reasons is its closing community. fans of “Ani-
megao Kigurumi” are acting by formatting a small community, but there is not
enough interaction with other communities. In this thesis, we focused on those
who are familiar with “ Animegao Kigurumi” and investigated the problems that
exists within the community to be solved. As a result, weakness in “establishment
of collaboration” and ” Literacy improvement” within community was necessary to
be solved. In order to accelerate the collaboration community, we held an “ Ani-
megao Kigurumi Workshop ” to share knowledge and experience. In addition,
we made exchanges in the domestic costume community through workshops to
share information within other communities. During workshop, we gave lectures
for “ Animegao Kigurumi” by experienced people, and gave lectures for unexpe-
rienced Aimegao Kigurumi players. Animegao Kigurumi culture lacked a place to

interact within the community, resulting sparse cultural literacy knowledge and
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experience sharing. Through these workshops and lectures, sharing of information
and experiences between players and creators whom enjoy “ Animegao Kigurumi”
have advanced its cultural backgrounds. In conclusion, players and creators began

to have continuous collaboration within the “ Animegao Kigurumi” culture.

Keywords:

Innovation, Otaku culture, Workshop, Kigurumi, Community
Keio University Graduate School of Media Design

Taisuke Yoshioka
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