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Abstract of Master’s Thesis of Academic Year 2017

A Proposal on Composition Writing
with the Utilization of Visual Programming Language at an

Elementary School in the Chinese Rural Area

Category: Action Research

Summary

In China, composition writing could be the most difficult subject for elementary
school students in rural areas. Since there is only a single educational method for
composition writing at elementary schools in rural areas due to the delay of in-
troduction for information and communication technology (ICT) education, the
study found a decreased motivation toward learning in the field survey. Further-
more, there is no change in a lesson or teaching style due to rapidly progressing
in aging among teachers. Thus, it is considered that composition class needs to
be more attractive by using digital contents.

After the study clarifies unwilling factors to write a composition and also exam-
ines whether a student ’ s expression and way of thinking in terms of composition
writing can be expanded by utilization of visual programming language as target-
ing students from 4th to 6th graders at the Li Ya Zhuang elementary school in
Huozhou city of Shanxi Province, China, it proposes a favorable learning method
for composition writing with a preparation of the learning process or instruction
manual for teachers. As a result of planning and implementing the workshop
four times, it was confirmed that students could learn the basics of programming
with“ Scratch Jr” |, sufficiently considered about composition contents, and then

successfully demonstrated their creativity. We have received an evaluation from
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instructors with insufficient knowledge (e.g. Programming) as possibly holding
a special class with use of Scratch Jr by utilizing the manuals even after the

workshops.

Keywords:

An Elementary School in the Chinese Rural Area, Composition Writing, Visual

Programming Language, Scratch Jr, Creativity
Keio University Graduate School of Media Design

Lei Zhao
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